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READER. 


Hag this ISLAND of FOOLS # not 
| to be met with in the Map of the World; 

1 Jet you may gueſs at the Right Name of 

it, as well as its Situation, by the MAN. 
NERS of #he Inhabitants. The People are not 
STULTITIANS by Nature, but Practice. Wheve 
their Policy and Government ir rightly manag d, 
they deſerve the beſt CHARACTER in Europe, 
and are the Happieſt People under the Sun; ſa- 
ving that they are never wholly free from Corrup- 
tions both in CH U RCH and STATE. 

The VOYAGE was as Pleaſant and Safe to 
us as we could wiſh; and the PLACE, ſo much 
fam'd for the VICISSIT UDES of Fortune and 
Foolery, every way anſwer'd our Expectations, 
upon Landing. We found the COUNTRY 
brgely well ſtockt, as other Places are, with . 

an 


To the READER. 
and Bad of Al forts of People. But ſome novel 
Diſtinctions; as of High-Church, Low-Church, 
No Church, New Whig, Old Whig and Crafty, 
breed ſuch DIVISIONS among em; that they 
render the ISLAND æ little Unſafe, or at leaſt 
Unfortunate ; for it is never more in DANGER. 
than it 8 of IT SELF: I eau, of Inteſtine 
Broiles, and CONTRASTO' of its own 
Bowels. ST 

So far our AUTHOR. And nom the Tran- 
ſlator hopes, that ſuch ingenious Obſervations 
upon the Policy, Government and Preſent State 
of the STULTITIANS, as are ſet forth in 
This NEW VOYAGE here, will be as highly 
diverting to the Reader in ENGLISH, as they 
have appeard in ITALIAN: and that the 
BOOK will fare no Worſe in Publick for being 
of a Foreign Extract, or Fanciful Original, an. 
der the Feign'd Cover of the ISLAND of 
FOOLS. ay; 
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Bon, TO THE 
 ISLANDof FOOLS, 
BY A 
NOBLE VENETIAN. 
nnn 85 5 
HE Task you are pleas'd to impoſe upon 
me might be perform'd with leſs Difficulty 
if I were not ſo much a Stranger to the Na- 
+ ture, Language, and Cuſtoms of the People 
you command. me to deſcribe. | However, that 
may ſee how ready I am to obey you, I have ventur'd 
to draw up an Abſtrad of all that I think either worth 
your Notice or my Obſervation. 
We landed in the ISLAND OF FOOLS the 
23d of September laſt, at a ſmall, but commodious Har- 
bour in the Veſtern Part of the Country, from whence 
we ſet forward the next Morning in order to make 
the beft of our way to the Metropolis. 
My Companion, who was a Boglander, and ſpoke the 
Language tolerably well, did all he could to divert 


me upon the Road; and indeed by vertue of a 
Aſſurance and ſome other ꝝſeful Qualifications which the 


Gentlemen of his Country are 3 gifted with, we 
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2 A New Voyage to 
paſs'd over the firſt Day with as much SatisfaCtion as 
V 

The two following days nothing of moment hap- 
pen'd, only our Landlord where we lodg'd entertain d 
us with the different Sentiments of the Gentlemen of 
the Nerghbourbood, from whence we could draw no 
other Inferences but that there were a world of Fa- 
ons and Diviſions between two Parties that were 
furiouſly contending for the Superiority. hoy 
About Seven the third Night we came to the chief 
City in the Veſtern part of the Iſland, where we were 
inform'd we might be accommodated with a Coach to 
the end of our Journey. The Place, tho' none of the 
fineſt I have ſeen, was extreamly well ſituated, in a 
wholſome Air, and in a very beautiful Country, about 
three Miles diſtant from the Sea, from whence, ſome 
Years before, they had cut ſo good a Paſſage that 
a Ship of threeſcore or fourſcorę Tun may be brought 
with ſafety into the very Heart of the Town. 
We were oblig'd to continue here three or four 
Days before we conld get Places, in which time we 
had leiſure to view the Cathedral, and to inform our 
ſelves in every thing that the Place afforded. My Com- 
panion, who had liv'd in Spain and Portugal, had ſoon 
contracted an Acquaintance with ſeveral of the Aſer- 
chants who trade to thoſe Conntreys : One of em in- 
vited us to dine with him; after Dinner, over a Bot- 
tle of very good Port Wine, entertain'd us with the 
following Relation. | 

Sir, ſays he, addreſſing himſelf to me, I perceive 

you are an abſolute Stranger to this Iſlind, and perhaps 
for want of a right Information of the Nature, Policy, 
and Government of the Stultitians, and from our out- 
ward appearances, may take us for a People very different 
from what we bave been repreſented in 85 Countries. 


For my own part I ſhan't pretend to give you either our 
Hiſtory or Character, when you come to the as 27 
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the Iſland of Fools. 3 


| whither J hear you are bound, you'll ſoon find that the 
World has not miftaken us, and that we have been guilty 
of ſo many ridiculous and unaccountable Actions that 10 
Nation under Heaven can equal our Folly, and that we are 
in reality an Iſland of Fools. 

Here my Companion broke in: Sir, ſays he, I have 
*been in moſt Countries, and ſeen. moſt Courts of Eu- 
rope, where I have often beard the Iſland of Fools com- 
mended to- the Skies for the Bravery of the Inhabitants, 
the goodneſs of the Soil, the pleaſantneſs of the Climate, 
and above all, for its happy Situation with reſpect to 
Trade and Commerce. 170 IS 

All this is true, replies the Merchant, Providence bas 
been extreamly kind to us, and we have all the Advantages 
you mention, with a great many more to the higheſt per- 
fection; but what do they all ſignifie, unleſs we could be 
perſwaded to make a proper uſe of em. 

Sir, I have as much reſpect for my Native Country 
as any Man that was ever born in it, but notwithſlanding 
that, I cannot ſo far contradict my own Reaſon and Ex- 
perience to aſirm that we are a People any ways conſiderable 
either in Wiſdom, Loyalty, or Moral Virtues, which 
{ take to be the diſtinguiſhing Character of a Wiſe Nation, 
and the true Fundamentals of good Government. 

| If your Companion would have given me leave I would 
have troubled you with a ſhort Detail of the preſent ſlate 
of the Stultitians; which after having drank the Prin- 
2 Health and Proſperity to the Iſle he began to this 

ect. | 1 

Of all the Nations in the World there is none that 
I know of ſo eaſily ſurpriz d into an Opinion of any 
thing, and fo intirely govern'd by Humour and Paſ- 
ſion as the Stultitians. There's no more to do to pre- 
pare them for Mutiny, Rebellion, or any general Un- 
dertaking, but to rouſe the People's Fancies with 
ſome new Notzons or Frajects which they greedily run 


away with without conſidering whither there be ei- 
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4 A New Pogage to 

ther-Truth, Reaſon or Sanger in em; like Hogs, 
put them out of their way and they run directly for- 
ward till they come to a ſtand, and fo parhaps they 
may ſtop to take a little Breath, and then commonly 
they turn about and run back again with greater 
Fury than they came on. 

What good Qualifications they may have to bal# 
lance this fooliſh one, I own I am not maſter of. If 
it was worth your leiſure I could produce a thou- 
ſand Inſtances of ſuch hairbrain'd ridiculous Actions, 
that would ſufficiently convince you, that never an 
Nation, that Nature and Providence have been 15 
exceedingly kind to, have made ſo little uſe of 
their Advantages; but, Sir, tis not my Intention to 
detain you with Particulars, when you come to that 
great Town whither you are bound, your own Expe- 
rience, with the Accounts you will there be furniſh'd 
with, will ſoon ſupply you much better than I can 
pretend. _ | | 

In general, this I take to be the genuine Temper 
and almoſt univerſal Practice of the People of bs 
Iſle. They will Pray, Fawn, Lye, Flatter, Swear, For- 
ſwear, Murder, Rebel, Cheat, Betray one another, and 
perpetrate any manner of Villany to gratifie their 
düfferent Sentiments, Inclinations, and Intereſt, Pow- 


erful Intereſt! has got the aſcendant and governs eve- 


ry body but a few Fools and Rakes, | 
*Tis for Intereſt the Soldier wades through Seas of 
Blood without conſidering the Juſtice or Injuſtice of 
the Cauſe he is engag'd in. For this the Fries 
Preach and Pray, Trim, Cant, Swear, and often for- 
ſwear themſelves. For this the Lawyers deal in Per- 
Juries and Forgeries. For this Men turn Fools and 
Raſcals, and ſink themſelves below the Dignity of their 
Nature, and the Charatter of Rational Creatures, 
In this Ie V irtue has almoſt intirely loſt its Prero- 
gatius, and Men grow Great chiefly by their 1 4 
r | 


the Iſland of Fools. 5 


It is not here how Learned, Wile or Brave you are, 
or how Guilty or Innocent, but how much or how 
little you are worth. The ſmalleſt Faults of a'Poor 
Man are Villanies, and he is often utterly ruin'd for 
meer Trifles, whilſt the Wealthy Knave carries off his 
Exorbitant Cheats and Extortions without Enquiry, 
and has a ſet of Mercenary Flatterers always ready to 
defend his Character and to adore his Grandure. 
Among all our great Men and bigh Pretenders there's 
not one in fifty, I ſpeak it by Experience and with 
great regret, my Lord, that has either Honour, Ho- 
neſty, Common Juſtice or Generoſity. The Hiſtories 
of the Noblemen of Ancient Times give us an Ac- 
count, that they were Wiſe, Brave, Juſt, Good and 
Hoſpitable, but the truth of this will not ſtand the 
Teſt in our Times. | | 
Our great Men are all degenerated and become 
Slaves either to their Avarice, Ambition, Revenge, or 
what's worſe, to their Follies and Vices. Some of them 
are profeſsd Rakes, and ſquander away their 
Strength and their Subſtance in the purſuit of Riots, 
Whoredom, and all manner of Wickedneſs and Fol- 
ly. Others are no leſs ſcandalous for their Griping | 
and Penury, and for their Knaviſh Arts and Strata- 
gems to fill their Coffers and promote their own pri- 
' vate Intereſt. | ed! . 

Some there are, I wiſh, my Lord, you may never 
have any occaſion to be acquainted with them, that 
uſe all Mankind as their Tools and Properties, feed 
them with flattering Hopes and deceitful Smiles, on- 
ly to croud their Levees and aggrandize themſelves. 
Merit they let ſtarve, and imploy few but Senceleſs 
Coxcombs and Mercenary Sycophants; or if by chance 
they are oblidg'd to make uſe of a Man of merit, they 
ſuffer him to ſubſiſt upon meer Shams and empty 
Promiſes till he has done their Buſineſs, and then th 
throw him aſide among the Lumber, like the Scaf- 
| folding 


6 A New Voyage to 

folding after the Houſe is finiſh'd. If after long At- 
tendance and much Drudgery and Fatigue he does get 
any thing from them, they bring him under ſuch Li- 
mitations, and lay ſo many Reſtraints upon him, that 
It can never make him any tolerable Recompence for 
the loſs of ſo much precious Time which he mighthave 
imploy'd to far better and more advantageous purpo- 
ſes than in the Service of ſuch ungrateful Patrons. 

If from theſe great Ones we caſt our Eyes upon the 

generality of the Inhabitants, and view 'em altoge- 
ther, what a ſtrange Medly and Confuſion do they 
make: In one place you'll ſee a Collection of dull 
Phlegmatick Wretches lolling at a Table, poring over 
2 heap of News-papers, and making ridiculous Re- 
marks and Obſervations upon every Paragraph, and 
paſſing their Senceleſs Opinions, and dictating as 
confidently and majeſtically as if they had a Cor- 
reſpondence with moſt of the Cabinets in Europe. 
In another you Il meet a gay Fop rattling about in his 
painted Chariot, more proud of his new Liveries and 
Equipage than his Underſtanding, which in many re- 
ſpects he is as unfurniſh'd with as the pamper'd Beaſts 
he is drawn by. 
Here you may ſee a Sempfreſs that has Jilted ſome 
young Heir out of his Money and his Reputation, 
dreſs'd like the Daughter of a Nobleman. An Oaft- 
lers Son in a Scarlet Coat, with his Sword by his ſide 
and a lac'd Har, looking as big and furious as a Cap- 
tain of the Guards, whilſt Gentlemen of Birth and 
Quality are cloath'd in Rags and out at Heels, and 
made even the Jeſt of rhe Rabble. 

Here rides an ignorant Emperic in Velvet with his 
Gold-Chain about his Neck, and there trudges a Man 
of Learning and hardly Shooes to his Feet, up to his 
Knees in Dirt. All Hats fly off to the Fool in Office 
while the Man of Sence, that's poor and out of Im- 
ploy, is juſt led by Porters and Footmen, and inſult- 
ed by every one he meets. Here 


| Here you may ſee Gameſters and Common Sharpers 
playing with Perſons of Quality of both Sexes, and ca- 
reſs d by em to a very high degree; a ſort of ſcanda- 
lous Practice, I think, that was never heard of in any 
other Country but among the Stnlt:tians, and is no ve- 


ry good Indication either of their Wiſdom or Conduct. 


ir, it would be endleſs to detain you with the many 


unaccoumtable Follies that every Day produces in this 


Iſland, and I ſhould utterly tire your Patience, as 1 
am afraid I have done already, to give you their par- 
ticular Recital; I will therefore only take the liberty 
to trouble you with a few general Inſtances and leave 


the reſt to your own Obſervation. 


HFiere I could not forbear asking him a Queſtion; Sir, 
you were ſaying your Gameſters and Common Sharpers 
were permitted to play with your Perſons of Quality, 
ſuch a thing I confeſs may be by accident, and I have 
now and then ſeen in other Countries, an Impudent 


Fellow with a fine Coat and a gaudy Equipage that 


has got admittance, but he is no ſooner diſcover'd but 
fome of the Company informs the Maſter of the Houſe 
who he is, who looks upon it as a great Affront, and 
as an Act of the higheſt Inſolence, and after having 
excus'd himſelf, orders his Servants to turn him out 
of Doors with the utmoſt marks of Contempt and Re- 
ſentment: Pray therefore give me leave to ask you; 
Do theſe ſort of Sparks Game and Converſe with your 
Ladies and Perſons of Quality publickly and without 


diſtinction; and are never they ſeverely reprimanded 


and kick'd for their Impudence? I will not ſuſpect the 
truth of any thing you are pleas'd to relate, but to 
me this ſeems ſuch a monſtrous piece of Folly, and 


reflects ſo much upon the Honour and Conduct of the 
Stultitians, that 1 profeſs, Sir, the Account ſurpriſes 


Mme. N | | 
It would ſurprize you much more, anſwers the Mer- 
chant, if you were at one of the Chocolate-Houſes near 


the 
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3 A New Voyage to 
the Court, to fee what Swarms of theſe Vermar are in- 


termix'd with Dukes, Lords, Knights and Gentlemen, 


nay, even with the Senators and chief Miniſters of State, 
and to hear how they Swear, Blaſpbeme and Domineer, 


and with what intolerable Sancineſs and Impertinency 


behave themſelves. 

| Sharping and Cheating is become a ſtanding Trade a- 
mong the Stultitzans, and many of the Cunning Men 
and able Workmen, as they call themſelves, have paſt 
through their whole Lives in the higheſt Splendor and 
Luxury, that had no manner of Foundation or Depen- 
dance but e Cheatixg and Sharping. 

I confeſs 

Man can ſcarce imagine there ſhould be ſuch a Fool in 
Nature as a Perſon of Quality that puts himſelf upon 
the level with one that he knows makes Gaming his 


Livelihood, as he muſt do if he condeſcends to play 


with him for Money; and yet, Sir, this is matter 
of fact, and every Day produces a thouſand Inſtan- 

ces of it. | | 
But, Sir, the frequent practice of theſe things has 
intirely worn out their Obſervation. Here an igno- 
rant Scoundrel that was Fo, cw but a Green Keeper's 
games with a Lord-Ireaſurer, a Chimney-Sweeper 
with a Marguziſs or an Earl, a Black-Guard Boy with 
a Dutcheſs; Barbers, Pedlars, Tinkers, Taylors, Oaft- 
lers, &c. with Generals and Colonels of the Army, and 
the Fidler's Son throws at the faireſt, ſometimes at all 
the Lords; and this 1s done every Day, without a- 
ny manner of Diſtinction, at the Groom- Porter's and 
at moſt of the Publick Meetings both in Town and 
Country. $9] 
This fooliſh Iſle is a common Recepticle for the 
Sbarpers and Cheats of all Foreign Nations; when they 
are grown Notorious at Home their next Refuge is 
the Iſland of Fools, where they are ſecure to find thoſe 
among the Stultitians that will readily joyn with 'em 
| in 


theſe things — merit belief; a wiſe 
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the Iſland of Fools: 9 


in the management of their Cheats and new- invent- 


ed Games, which at this time, notwithſtanding the 
Law that was lately made to prevent em, are grown 


more numerous and barefac'd than ever. 


Sure, Sir, there cannot be a greater Indication of 
a ſenceleſs ill-govern'd Country, than to ſuffer ſuch 


_ vaſt Numbers of theſe uſeleſs idle Creatures to live 


in common among the People, and to form them- 
ſelves into ſelect Sets and Societies for their better 
conveniency of Sharping and Cheating. 

About three Months paſt I was at the principal 
City of the Iſle, when a Gentleman of my Acquain- 
trance told me, If I wonld paſs away a merry half Hour, 
bed ſhew me a Sight that he beliew'd the whole World 
could not parallel; and accordingly he carry'd me to 
one of their Publick Gaming-houſes, not far from the 
Flay- houſe. - | 

The Room was very Commodious and handfomly 
farniſh'd, and the majority of the Company were 
clean, and ſome of em very well dreſt, and in truth, 
look'd like Gentlemen: Three or four of them per- 
ceiving us to be Strangers, and imagining we came 
to Game, preſently made up to us. Gentlemen, ſays 
one, if you are for trying your Fortune at Farroon, 
which is one of the faireſt and fineſt Games in the World, 
you cannot find any place in Town where you may venture 
upon better Proſpeds. 

Ibis is the largeſt Bank, and the Gentlemen that deal 
are all Men of Worth and Honour, and above any thing 
that looks like Trick or Art. Says another, that I 
found afterwards was one of their Sweetners, and now 
and then got a Dinner and half a Crown for making 
a Set for em, If the Gentlemen are for Sporting, I'll put 
in a couple of Pieces with em and well go make a pl; at 
the whole Cargo : They have been broke two or three times 


this Week already, and I have a ftrong fancy by the run of 


the Cards, they cax't win to _— 


Now, 
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10 A New Voyage to 


Now, Sir, you muſt know this Farreon is a Game 
that ſome time paſt had been baniſh'd out of France. 
The Prince of that Country, who it ſeems is wiſer 
than to ſuffer ſuch unlawful Games among his People, 
was no ſooner inform'd. of the Miſchiefs it had done 
to the Yonng Gentlemen and Officers of his Army, 
but he publithes an Edict, prohibiting all Perſons un- 
der the Penalty of being ſent to the Gallies either 
privately or publickly to play at it. The French 
Sharpers, who found the Advantages of it were too 
valuable ro be loſt, and judging it right, that there 
was, no Country in Europe. ſo proper for them to ſet 
up in as the 1ſland of Fools, preſently make the beſt of 
their way hither, and without any manner of leave 
or regard to the Laws of the Nation, or the Cuſtom. 
of the Country, impudently open their Banks at moſt 
- the great Coffee- Houſes at the Court End of the 

own. 45 

The Stultitians, tho they are not very good at In- 
vention, are the beſt in the World at Improvements, and 
ſoon found out the Secrets of the Game; and accor- 
dingly ſome joyn with the French, and others ſet up 
Tables of their own, among which this that I am 
now ſpeaking of is one of the chiefeſt, and as my 
Friend aſſured me, brings in yearly to the Operators 
more than two thouſand Pound Sterling. 

I am not ſo much a Maſter of the Game to be able 
to inform you what the real Advantages are; bur 
one of the beſt Judges among them told me, he had 
calculated it at about five and twenty per Cent. and 
farther added, That if they could find the Gameſters, 
the Money was all ſafe. 

We went up to the Table, where one of the Handy- 
craft's Men was then at Work. As near as could Judge, 
there was about Fifty Pound in Gold and Siver, lay 
in two. heaps before him, we look'd on for about half 
an Hour, in which little Interval we could ee 

R 8 Several 
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the Iſland of Fools. 11 
ſeveral Young Sparks that appear d like Lawyer's 
Clerks, or the Prentices of ſome Eminent Citizens, 
loſe all their Money, and fome of em Summs too 
conſiderable for ſuch Youngſters to come fairly by. 
When we had ſtay d there till they had very near 
doubled their Bank, my Priend takes me aſide to à 

rivate part of the Room; Come, ſays be, let's ſit 
wn here and drink a Diſh of Chocolate, and VII en- 


tertain you a little with the Characters of ſome of the 


Members of this worthy Society. 4.) x 
You ſee that luſty Fellow that's dealing the Cards 
there, how affectedly he behaves himſelf, and with 
what formality he acts the Gentleman, he's a kind 
of a broken Conchinin, and take him out of the Bu- 
fineſs of a Sharper and you won't hear a word of 
good Sence from him in a whole Night's Converſati- 

on, nor of one good Action in his whole Life. 
That little meagre Spark that fits at his Elbow, 
and looks like the Picture of Envy drawn after Ovid's 


Deſcription, is another of the Fraternity. He was 


a Partner and Co- operator with one of the moſt no- 


torious Cheats this Iſland ever had. Since he turn'd 
Sharper he is ſet up for a Polititzon and a great Moralift, 
and dictates to the lower Claſs of Gameſters with as 
much Gravity and Aſſurance as if he had commenc'd 
Maſter of the Science. He 1s indeed a mighty Man 
with rhe Conſtables, Beadles, and Baylifs, and has ſo 
effectually brib'd himſelf into their Acquaintance, 
that he has the Inſolence to imagine he has eſtabliſh'd 
himſelf and his Partners above the reach of the 
Law. There are ſeveral more of this Gang, and 
moſt of em broken Tradeſmen, but, Sir, my know- 
ledge of them is very flender, and therefore I won't 
pretend to give you their particular Character any 
further than this, That they make Cheating and Game- 
ing the ſole Bufineſs of their Lives, and ſtick at no- 
thing to promote that Intereſt, 
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You ſee that Spark with the long Wigg, that ſwears 
and curſes ſo terribly, and gives ill Language, he 
was bred an Attorney, and had good Buſineſs till he 
fell into the Hands of the Gameſters, and firſt loſt his 
Money and then his Character, and is ſince turn'd 
Sharper, and indeed is ane of the vileſt in the whole 
Society. That Fellow that ſtands next him is one that 
has already marry'd ſeventeen ſeveral Women, and 
has had ten times as many Whores and ruin'd em all, 
He in the fine Lac'd Coat was a Bayliff s Follower, 
He in the Scarlet Cloak a Two-penny Barber, and he 


in the Lac'd Hat, with the Silver-hilted Sword, a Bro- 


ken Vintner. 5 

You ſee thoſe two Gentlemen that fit by them- 
ſelves, one of em is a Knight Baronet, of a very An- 
cient and Honourable Family, and had an Eſtate 


ſuitable to his Character, but the poor Gentleman 


had the misfortune in his Youth to love Play, and 
the Sharpers got him into their Clutches, and never 
left him till they had ſtrip'd him of every Shilling, 
and now he is forc'd to ſhift and ſhirk about from 


one Gaming-houſe to another, and to commit abun- 


dance of little pittiful Actions to ſupport himſelf. 
The other is much under the ſame Circumſtances, a ve- 
ry honeſt ingenious Man, and in his Nature abhors any 
thing that's mean or baſe, butthe pure want of Bread 
conſtrains him to follow this curſed Gang, which LI 
know he does with the utmoſt Shame and Regret. 
There ſtands poor unlucky Tom too, that wants 
neither good Sence nor good Words to expreſs it, and 
what's more, is a Sober Man; a Man that if he had 
turn'd his Head to any other Buſineſs but that of a 
Gamefter, in all probability he muſt haye made his 
Fortune long before this time, but his hard Fate de- 
termin'd him to that way of life,and now he's undone, 
Such as theſe, I think, ought not to be plac'd in the 
Rank with common Sharpers, but ſhould rather be look'd 
on as unfortunate than ill Men. But 
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But there ſtands one next to him that has neither 
Honeſty, Sence nor Generoſity, nor one good Qualifica- 
tion fir to recommend him to Human Converſation; 
he is generally known among *em by the Title of the 
good for nothing Fellow, and indeed tis the propereſt 
Title they can give him. He has lately got a little 
Money, no body knows how, which makes him ſo 
intolerably Proud, Inſolent, and [N-natur'd, that every 
body hates and avoids him. 

To have done with 'em, I muſt needs own to you, 
that there are ſeveral Reaſons that make Gaming their 
ſole Buſineſs, and to ſtick at nothing to propagare their 
Intereſt in that way, who abſtracted from that are 
otherwiſe Men of good Parts and excellent Natural 
Endowments; but thoſe are but very few, and a Man 
muſt be well acquainted with the Town, and an ex- 
act judge of Men and Things before he can pick em 
out. The Rooks and Scoundrels are by far the greater 
number, and what's worſe, encreaſe ſo faſt, and are 
grown of late ſo intolerably Rude and Inſolent, and 
commit ſo many open Violences and Outrages, 
that a Stranger that ventures among em, runs the 
risk of being Rob'd or Murder'd. 4 
Whether this growing Miſchief be moſt owing to 
the Defects of our Laws, the Negligence of the Ma- 
giſtrate, or the Connivance of ſome of thoſe they im- 


ploy, I won t take upon me to determine; but be that 


as it will, I'm confident the thing in it ſelf is fo 
highly ſcandalous and pernicious in all reſpects, and 
rellecls ſo much upon the Viſdom and Honour of our 
Country, that it tends extreamly to ſtrengthen the O- 
pinion the World has of us, and to give us the juſt- 
eſt pretence to the Title of an Iſland of Fools. 


My Friend had went on further but up comes one 


they call'd Captain, whom we afterwards underſtood 
to be one of the Pentioners to the Bankers, who was 
always in the Room ready to Fight or rather * 
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for *em, if there ſhould be occaſion ; he told us, If we 
bad a mind to fit down, there would be room made for us 
at the Table, Upon which my Friend, who knew the 
Cuſtom of the Place, and as I have been told 1ince, 
had formerly pay'd dear for his knowledge, made 
ſome flight excuſe, and ſo we pay d for our Chocolate 
and adjourn'd to the Play-houſe, where we ſpent the 
reſt of the Evening. | 15 
He had hardly made an end but one of the City 
Serjeants came to him from the Mayor, to deſire his 
attendance at the Hall, upon which we took our 
leaves and return'd directly to our Inn, in order to 
prepare our ſelves for our — againſt the Coach 
ſet out, which was at four a Clock the next Mor- 
ning. 11 | | 
My Companion and I were the firſt that went in- 
to the Coach, where we ſat for about a quarter of an 
Hour before the Coachman could get the reſt of the 
Paſſengers in a readineſs. The firſt that came was 
an old Senator and his Chaplain, after him came a 
Gentleman of the Inns of Court, and after him a Ma- 
Jor that was lately landed from Spain, and was going 
to Court to ſollicit the payment of the Troops that 
were in great want of Proviſions and all ſorts of Ne- 
ceſſaries in that Country. | Y 1 
About Nine we came to a little Burrongh Town 
about fifteen Miles diſtant from the Place we ſet out, 
where we reſted for about halt an Hour, to change 
the Horſes and to refreſh our ſelves, and here my 
Companion, who was an old Traveller, took care to 
inform himſelf concerning the Perſons we were to 
travel with, and thought no body ſo proper for that 
purpoſe as the Landlady, who made no ſcruple to tell 

him freely all ſhe knew of them. 
The old Gentleman, ſays ſhe, is a Member of Parlia- 
ment for a little Corporation in the Weſt. He is one of 
thoſe they call Low-Churchmen, vaſtly Rich, but good 


or 


ly the Major, who told him, That if he had been with. - 
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for nothing; be owns the greateſt part of the Place where 
he is choſe, and the Inhabitants, who generally hate him, 
fend: him up more out of fear than reſpeck. That grum- 
looking Fellow that's with him is the Miniſter of bis Pa- 
riß, one that is neither good Churchman nor good Diſ- 
ſenter, hut an equal mixture of both, and can be either, 
as his Intereſt and the turn of the Times require. The 
Gentleman in Red I don't. know, but the at her is a Bar- 
riſter at Law, and one of the Worthieſt Men in the Coun- 
ty, a well-bred honeſt Gentleman, and an excellent Com- 
punion, as you ll find by Experience before you come to the 
end of your Journey. 

By this time the Horſes were: put on, and the 
Coachman call'd for us to repair to our Places, fo. 
that my Companion had only time to take me aſide 
for a Minute and give me ſome general hints of what 
he had learnt from the Landlady. | 

The beſt part of this Day was ſpent in common 
Formalities, and in ſuch Queſtions and Anſwers that 
are cuſtomary for Strangers to uſe one to another, 
only the Major, who was a Perſon of a great deal of 
Wit and good Humour, would now and then talk a 
little merrily to the Old Gentleman and his Chaplain, 
and endeavour to divert the Company. with ſome of 


his Adventures with the Spaniſh Ladies. 


At Night when we came to the Inn, the Barriſter, 
who was an admirable Caterer, with the Conſent of 
the Company, went into the Kztching and order'd the 
Supper, which with the Wine, Bread, Bear, Os. 
came to about four Shillings a Head. Our Senator, 
with a great many Sighs and wry Faces, threw down- 
his Crown and left his Chaplain to pay the other 
three Shillings, but withall told us, That i we propos d 
to live ſo extravagantly upon the Road, he and the Doctor 
would. eat by themſelves. 


This ſet all the Company into a Laughter, eſpecial- 


him 
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bim a Campaign or two in Spain, he would not think four 
Shillings an extravagant Price for ſo good a Supper; ad- 
ding, that be had fifty times paid a Piſtole for one that 
was much worſe, and glad he could get it at that rate; up- 
on which our Senator, with his Chaplain, left us and 
retir'd to their Chamber, and we heard no more of 
either till the next Morning. 

The next Day, which was Saturday, nothing hap- 
pen'd worth your notice, only ſome little Bickerings 
between the Major and Senator, which the Barriſter al- 
ways took care to compromiſe in order to preſerve a 
good Harmony upon the Road. At Night, as ſoon 
as we came to the Inn, the Doctor and his Patron 
call'd a ſeparate Room: They had not been there a- 
bove half an Hour before a Meſſenger came from the 
Biſhop to invite them to Supper with his Lordſhip, 
where I ſuppoſe they Lodg'd too, for we heard no 
more of them till Monday Morning the Coach was 
ready to ſet out. 
| The Barriſter, who had often travell'd this Road | 
[| and was very well acquainted in the Town, told us, |. 

If we thought proper to take a turn after Supper, be knew | 
an boneft Fellow that kept a Tavern, and he would under- | 

tale to procure as good a Glaſs of Wine as any was in 
the Iſland. 

This Motion was no ſooner made but agreed to, 
ſo after we had regal'd our ſelves with every thing 
the Houſe afforded, we took our Landlord with us and 
away we went. The Wine was good, and the Fel- 
low was indeed a very honeſt merry Fellow: He told 

nr us ſeveral diverting Stories, and particularly ſome 
Y relating to the Biſhop that were very extraordinary. 
How tar his Reports are to be credited, I leave that 
to thoſe that know him better; but if the tenth part 
of what he affirms of him be true, the Vices of all the 
Biſhops in the Univerſe amaſs'd together would not 
make ſo monſtrous a Bulk as this ſingle Prelate 's, 9 | 
| wou 
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1 Fools have 
ſuffer d themſelves to have been ſo often miſguided by 
ſich an Impoſtor. But, Sir, I'm afraid I preſs too 
far upon your Leiſure, fo T1] defer the reſt till the 
next Poſt ; 
N My Lord, I am with the moſt 


profound regard, &c. 


= 


LETTER II. 
My Lord, 


I Will not trouble you with the little Occurrences of 
1 the next day, which we ſpent chearfully in walk- 
ing about the Town, and in viewing the Church, 
particularly the Spire, which is the higheſt, and one 
of the beſt pieces of Workmanſhip I ever ſaw ; in the 
Evening we return'd to our Inn, and went early to 
Bed, in-order to be ready for the Coach in the Morn- 
ing, which our Landlord told us would ſet out by 
Three a Clock at the fartheſt. | 

The Senator and the Dofor were. before-hand with 
us, and had fix'd themſelves in two of the beſt Pla- 
ces, before the Coachman or any body in the Houſe 
knew of their coming. We travelled the firſt Twelve 
Miles in the Dark, and ſo loſt the Proſpect of one of 
the fineſt parts of the Iſland. About Nine we ſtop d 


| for an Hour, in which time a Gentleman that was 


riding expreſs, brought News that the Stultitians had 
certainly concluded a Separate Peace with the Gauls, 
which we perceivd was a mighty Mortification to 
gur Senator. | 

The Major, who took all opportunities to make 
himſelf Merry with him, - ſoon as we were ſettled 


In 
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in our Places began to exclaim terribly againſt the 
ill Conduct of the War, and to recite a world of 
fooliſh Managements; inſomuch, that the Old Gen- 
tleman grew very Teſty, and told him, That he was 
uo true Stultitian that was for the concluſion of a Peace, 
before the firſt Intentions of the War were anſwer'd; and 
made uſe of ſeveral of the Arguments, which as I 
afterwards found, were the common Cant of his Par- 
ty, to ſtrengthen his Aſſertion. | 
To which the Major Reply'd, That nothwithſtand- 
ing he was an Officer, and got his Bread by the War, be 
was too much a Friend to his Native Country, to 
defire the continuance of it upon any of bis Pretenſions. 
Sir, ſays he, I'll be very free with you, in all the Coun- 
tries where I have been, the Stultitians are look'd upon 
as a common Property; and that to gratifie the Ambiti- 
on of a few covetous deſigning Knaves and Raſcals, the 
nei Nation in the world has been reduced to the laſt 
Extremity. . 
« *Tis true, the conſtant Succeſſes that have attended the 
Stultitian Arms, have filPd the European World with 
the bigheſt Eſteem of the Bravery of their Soldiers; but 
on the other hand, they ſay, that no Nation but the Iſle 
0 Fools would have tamely ſuffer d —_ to have 
een ſo ſcandalouſly impoſed upon, and ſquander'd ama 
fo T ala end J many of the Lives of 6 
tbeſe Gallant Men in the ſupport of a Cauſe, which they 
could never expect to gain any thing by, but Ruine and 
Contempt. | 
This ſet the Old Gentleman into a terrible fit of 
railing for half an Hour, without ſuffering any 
body to put in a Word; ſays be, J loſe my Patience, 
when I hear the Officers of the Army pretend to 
argue at this Rate. You Soldiers, if you can get 
the Nation's Money, and live Great, and ſtrut about 
in your Lac'd Coats, and make a fine ſhew, you think 
your buſineſs is done, and perhaps you may imagine 
too 
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too, that if they do clap up a Peace, well be ſuch 


Fools to maintain you afterwards ; but, Sir, III tell 
you, you'll find two words to that Bargain. If we 
haye no War we have no occaſion for Soldiers. They 
are a dangerous People in a time of Peace, and 
more, eſpecially at a Juncture when the Nation is 
under ſo many Jealouſies and Apprehenſions. 

Sir, Replys the Barriſter, I don't pretend to Poli- 
ticks; my Buſineſs, and indeed my Inclination tend 


another way; nevertheleſs I muſt beg leave to tell 


you, I differ from you exceedingly in this Affair. It 
ever the Stultitians had a real occaſion for an Army, 
"tis now, when there's ſo many Arts and Stratagems 
us'd to ſtir up Commotions, and to fill the People's 


Heads full of Jealouſies and Apprehenſions. 


You that are a Senator, whoſe peculiar buſineſs it 
ought to be to inform your ſelf into the State of 
your Country, cannot be unſenſible, but that there 


is a ſtrong Party among us, that are extreamly exa- 


ſperated, and that would ſtick at no Methods to gra- 
tifie their Revenge, and withall are labouring by all 


manner of ways and means to bring over the People 
to their Intereſt. In ſuch a caſe, I hope you wall 


not think it Prudent for any Government to leave 
themſelves defenceleſs. I know a ſtanding Army has 
been always an Averſion to the Stultitians, and per- 


haps if our Alalitia were regulated as they ought to 
be, there would be no need of one: but till matters 


come to be intirely ſettled, in my Opinion, it would 


be a very hazardous Experiment to venture to turn 


ſo many Perſons of deſperate Circumſtances looſe in- 
to the World at once to ſeek their Bread. What the 
conſequence of that may be no Man knows, and 1 


am unwilling to ſuggeſt. | 
If you are for a Regulation, there I heartily agree 


wih you, and look upon it to be abſolutely neceſ- 


fary. I will readily grant you, that there have been 
5 5 D 2 | abun- 
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abundance of Men of corrupt and ſcandalons Prin- 
ciples that have been artfully introduc'd both into the 
Fleet and Army. Men that are profeſt Enemies to 
to the Conſtitution, and to the true intereſt of their 
Country, and have openly declar'd themſelves as 
ſach upon all Occaſions. Such as theſe, I think, ought 
immediately to be diſplac'd, and Perſons of Loyal- 
ty and Integrity put into their Poſts : and with Sub- 
miſſion to our preſent Governours, I take it to be a 
very high Reflection upon their Conduct, that it has 
been delay d ſo long. If any misfortune ſhould hap- 
pen upon that Account, they'd certainly be the firſt 
that would be involv'd in the Calamity, and perhaps 
have reaſon to repent it when at is too late. 

The Doctor, who to the belt of my remembrance, 
had not favour'd the Company with one word, for 
the whole Morning, began now to open turiouſly ; ap- 
plying himſelt to his Patron. Says be, "Tis plain 
what theſe Gentlemen drive at, they are all Birds of 
the ſame Feather, and 'ris but ſpending your Breath 
to no purpoſe, to ſay any thing more to em. You 
find, Sir, they are for a Regulated Fleet and Army, a 
Regulated Miniſtry, and I believe would be glad of a 


Regulated Senate too. But what is all this Regula- 


tion for, but to deſtroy Liberty and Property, and to 
introduce Popery and the Pretender? But let em look 
to it, we are not to be Regulated out of our Senſes 
at that rate, You and I can remember the time 
when there was not the tenth part of the Probability 
there is now, when a certain Prince was baniſh'd his 
Kingdom upon leſs Provocations. 

Theſe Gentlemen's Arguments put me in mind of 
what I have often heard your Worſhip intimate 
formerly. that it ever the Deſigns of the Late Mi- 
niſtry Miſcarryed, it would be purely owing to them- 
ſelves, They had once the ſole Power in their own 
Hands, but wanted Courage and Reſolution to make 


the 
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the moſt of their Advantages, and now they ſuffer 
for it, and who can help em. 

If your Advice had been followd, our General had 
ſtill kept his Commiſſion, and our Noble Friends 
their Poſts; and you and I, and all that wiſh well 
to the GOOD OLD CAUSE, might have had ſome 

roſpects of Requital for our Expence and Trouble: 
but that time's paſt, and God knows whether ever 
the like opportunity may offer again, indeed I don't 
expect to ſee it in my time. 

In this kind of wrangling Diſcourſe we ſpent the 


time till the Coachman ſtop d at a little Houſe upon 


the Road, to light his Pipe, and take a Dram. The 
Old Gentleman who knew the Maſter call'd for a 
Bottle of his March Beer to drink the Company's 
Healths, and their good Journey ; adding, that it was 
uſual for Perſons that travel in a Stage - Coach to fall 
into Diſputes, and ſometimes to Squabble, and that 


if he had ſaid any thing that had given offence, he 


was ſorry fort, and asked Pardon. 

The Drink was exceeding Strong, and very Pala- 
table; I think the beſt of the ſort I had taſted ſince 
I came to the Iſlard, and my Companion the Boglan- 
der obſerving the Old Gentleman and his Chaplain 
ſuck it down with a great deal of Satisfaction, re- 


ſolves they ſhould have their Bellies full, and accord- 
| ingly orders the Fellow to bring every Man his Bottle. 


Come, ſays he, Gentlemen, ſince a General Peace 15 
concluded among us, I think we can do no leſs than 

take a Glaſs or Two to its happy Continuance. 
ou'll give me leave, I'll begin a Health that I be- 
E will be acceptable to every Body. Here's Pro- 
ſperity to the Iſland of Fools. A good Health indeed, 
ſays the Doctor, and we are much oblig'd to you for it; and 
I'll aſſure yon, Sir, notwithſtanding theſe little Bicker- 
ings, there's no body drinks it with more pleaſure than 
the Squire and my Self. The Six Bottles were off in 
al 
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an Inſtant, and the Fellow who took the Hint, had 
cunningly replac'd 'em with fix more; which with a 
reat deal of difficulty I took my ſhare of : but my 
Ford, I muſt own to you, though I was willing to 
carry on the Humour, I never did a thing with great- 
er uneaſieneſs. | 

When we had finiſh'd the laſt Six Bottles, the Sena- 
tor would have call'd again ; but the Coachman pre- 
vented his Motion, by telling us if we ſtay'd longer; 

we ſhould be late at our Inn, and the Roads were 
dangerous: upon which we pay'd, and the Coach 
drove away. We had not gone above half a Mile, 
but the ſudden Effects of this potent Liquor began to 
appear in the whole Company ; but more particularly 
in the Old Gentleman, and the Doctor, whoſe An- 
tick Behaviour and Ridiculous Stories and Jeſts, up- 
on one another, furniſh'd us with Diverſion for the 
teſt of the Afternoon. „ 

When we came to our Inn, the Landlord, who 
preſently obſerv'd that the Senator and his Chaplain 
had been taking a Glaſs, calls my Companion aſide, 
and told him; if you are for being merry to Night, 
you never had a better Opportunity. If you can manage 
the matter right, Penury and Clumſey (as he calls 
the Senator and his Chaplain ) have been dabling al- 
ready, and if you can perſwade em to take a Bottle or Two 
of my Strong Ale, which 1 know they both heartily love, that 
will pin the Baſeet, and then youll have ſport enough. 
And truly, Landlord, ſays he, 1 won't be long before I 
try the Experiment, I ſee they are gone into the Kitchin, 
to the Fire, Tl follow em; do you be within call and 
III warrant you we'll manage the matter. 

This was no ſooner concluded but up he makes to 
the Old Gentleman, and calling for the Landlord, told 
him that they had met with a Glaſs of the beſt Li- 
quor at a little Houſe upon the Road, that he had 
ralted 1n all his Travels; and as the favour was owe 
| ing 
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ing purely to this Worthy Senator, the Gentlemen have 
ſent him to return him their hearty Thanks, and to 
deſire his Company. The Doctor who often took up- 
on him to anſwer for his Patron, began at firſt to 
raiſe ſome Scruples; but his Worſhip who was ſtill 
under the Dominion of the March Beer, made no Ex- 
ceptions, bur bid him tell the Gentlemen that the 
did him a great deal of Honour, and that he would 
attend them immediately. D 

In a few Minutes the Senator and his Chaplain 
came in to us; and after we had order'd ſomething 
for Supper, we call'd for the Landlord to know what 
he had got in the houſe to drink; who told us he had 
very good Wine of all ſorts, but that which he could 
chiefly recommend to us was ſome Ale of his own 
Brewing, that was now in the Perfection. His Wor- 
hip, ſays he, has often been pleaſed to ſtop at my Houſe, 
and I hope will do me the Fuſtice to allow, that there ts 
not an Inn upon the Road that can compare with me for 


Malt Liquors. 


Landlord, ſays he, Good Wine wants no Buſh: if 
your Ale be good it will recommend it ſelf, go therefore 
and bring us a couple of Soldiers Bottles, which the Com- 
pany ſhall give me leave to preſent em with, for a Speci- 
men : be ſure to go upright, as we ſayin the Weſt, and re- 
member your Reputation's at ſtake. | 

The Ale was brought in, and indeed it was exceed- 
ing fine, and very pleaſant, and much ſtronger than 
moſt of our common Wines; and I muſt be ingeni- 


ous with your Lordſhip, if I had not often ſhifted 


my Glaſs, and manag d with a great deal of Circum- 


ſpection, I found it would ſoon grow too potent for 


- ms. 


Before the Supper could be got ready, as near as I 
remember, we had diſpatch'd about ten Bottles; of 
which I am confident, as matters were order'd, the 
Squire and the Doctor had at leaſt a double ſhare, 12 
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began to be both very Troubleſome and Ridiculous; 
but my Lord, I ſhould be more ſo than either to trou- 
ble you with the Particulars : I will therefore omit 
the recital of their Antick Tricks, Bawdy Jeſts, and 
Obſcene Diſcourſe before Supper, and only carry you 
to the end of the Farce. 

After Supper our Landlord had prepar'd a couple 
of ſtroling Fidlers, which he order'd to ſtrike up at 
the Door, and wiſh his Worſhip a happy Journey, 
and a ſafe Return. The Senater no ſooner hear'd 
em, but he orderd them to be calld in, and direct- 
ed them to play Oliver's March, the Duke of Mon- 
mouth's Gigg, and ſome of the Tunes that had been 
lately Compos'd for the Calves-head Solemnity. Our 
Boglander to humour the matter ſung ſeveral Catches 
in his own Language, and danc'd one of his Coun- 
try dances, which he perform'd with a great deal of 
Dexterity. Nay, faith ſays the Squire, ff you are 
for that ſport, my Parſon and T will ſhew you a few of 
our Country Steps; and out he lugs the Doctor, and tho 
he could hardly ſtand, nothing would ſerve but he 
muſt take a turn with him: Come Boys, ſays he, play 
Bobbing Tone, and pray Parſon mind your Steps. Here 
{ confeſs a Man muſt have been more than a Storck, 
to have kept his Temper; in the whole courſe of my 
Life I never ſaw any thing ſo exactly Fooliſh, and 
[ defie all the Poets and Painters in ſeal to deſcribe 
ſach a Scene. While they were Hopping, Jumping, 


and Tumbling about in the moſt præpoſterous manner, 


it unluckily happen'd that Clumbſey, as the Land- 
lord call'd him, chanc'd to tread upon his Patron's 
Toes. Confound your Heavineſs, ſays he, you have 
murder d me; if the whole Church bad fallen, I ſhould not 
have felt it balf ſo much. 

Though this was a perfect Accident, it was with 
ſome difficulty that we got the Old Gentleman into 
Temper again; he gave the Doctor abundance - 
har 
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hard Words, and the Doctor as often return'd his Com- 
Plements ; however, by the interceſſion of the Land- 
lord, and the reſt of the Company, they were made 
Friends, and the Squire took off a Bumper to Spilpud- 
ing's Health, as a mark of his Reconciliation. | 
By this time we thought it proper to diſmiſs the 
Fidlers, and by our Landlord's Advice, to call for the 


Reckoning. It ſeems, he had ſeen the Squire in his 


Altitudes formerly, and knew ſo much of his Tem- 
per, that if the Houſe was not diſcharg d before he had 

ept upon't, and was grown cool, he would ſuſpect 
he had been 1mpos'd upon, and it would be very dith- 
„The Bill came to ſix and twenty Shillings, which 
the Senator taking into his Hand, threw back again 
to the Landlord with Contempt. Gentlemen, ſays 
he, tis below the Dignity of a Stultitian Senator, when 
he bas a mind to enjoy himſelf, to ſuffer any body to 
pay with him. This Motion was ſtrongly oppoſed by 
every one but the Doctor, who either took it for a 
bounce of his Patrons, or elle. had a mind to ſave 
his own Pocket, and ſo encourag'd it. To make 
ſhort of the Story, the Squire cut a hole in the Waft- 
band of his Breeches, and pull'd out a couple of Pie“ 
ces and payd all; upon which 1 left em, and re- 
tird to my Chamber, whither the Barriſter follow'd 
me as ſoon as he could conveniently get away : 
my Companion the Major, and the Landlord ftay'd 
it, out, and as they inform'd us in the Morning, had 
a world of diverting Scenes, between the Senator and 


the Doctor, till they grew both ſo throughly drunk, 


that the Chachman and Oaftlers were forc'd to'be call'd 
in to carry them up to theit Lodging. | 
Pardon me, my Lord, for treſpaſſing ſo long N r. 
your Leiſure, my next will bring you the Detail of 
my Conference with the Barriſter, with an Account of 
Fan 9 ” ee 
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our arrival at the Metropolis; which ſhall be faithfully 
tranſmitted to you by the firſt Poſt, by _ 

ES | Tour Lordſhip's moſt 


Dated from the Metropolis of Obedient Servant 
the Tfdand of Foo's, the 12th 


of OFcb. 1712. 


Err 08...” 
A Lord, | | 
1 Troubld you in my laſt with a tedious Account of 
1 our third Day's Pander and the merry Adven- 
tures we had with the Senator and his Chaplain, which, 
tho I muſt acknowledge they were utterly too trivial 
for your Lordſhip's Ear, and highly Impertinent; 
yet by the uſe I ſhall. be oblig'd to make of em in 
the Deſcription of the Policy, Government, and pre- 
ſent State of the Stultitians, I hope you will be pleasꝰd 
to admit of em among the reſt of theirs and my 
Fooleries. e 
The Barriſter, as I before intimated, having ſecret- 
ly withdrawn himſelf from the Drunken Society, re- 
tir d directly into my Appartment, and propos d the 
taking a quiet Bottle of Wine before we went to our 
Beds; a Propoſal, which for ſeveral Reaſons J readi- 
ly comply d with, but particularly that I might have 
the opportunity of a Ebbe Hour with him, who 
from our firſt Interview I had obſerv'd to be a Per- 
ſon of great Modeſty and Aﬀability, and of excellent 
Endowments both Natural and Acquird. | 
I found. he ſpoke moſt of the European Languages 
extreamly well, eſpecially that of the Gault, in which 
we conversd. Sir, ſays be, you have been an Eye-Wit- 
neſs of the extravagant Follies of two of our Coun- 
trymen 


- 
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trymen, and without a great deal of Candour and 
Good-humour muſt naturally conclude, that you are 
fall'n into a very ridiculous Corner of the World. I 
will not indeed offer any thing in Apology for this 
unpoliſh'd Senator and his Chaplain, or endeavour to 
excuſe our ſelves in the general from a World 
hairbrain'd inconſiderate Actions we have been no” 
toriouſly guilty of, which I am ſenſible we muſt be 
juſtly condemn'd and cenſurd for in all Forei 


B 
Countries. But, Sir, if I thought I ſhould not Jo 


troubleſome, 1 would venture to lay before you a few of 
my own Obſervations, which I look upon to be moſt 
material, and leave it to your ſelf to make the pro- 
per Inferences. | 

As to this Senator and his Chaplain I muſt own, a 
Stranger would be apt to form very odd Ideas of us, 


if he was to look no further than their Behaviour 


upon the Road; but as this would be a very unequal 
way of judging, I hope you won't make them your 
Standard to meaſure our whole Country by. *Tis 
true, the Knaves and Fools are by far the greater 
Number; but ſtill we have both in the Senate-bouſe 
and in the Prieflbood, Perſons of great Learning and 
Probity : and I hope our general CharaQter is not yet 
ſank ſo low, but there are thoſe in the World will do 
us the Juſtice ſtill to believe it. N 
Here I thought proper to reply, That tho' the Chara- 
Eter of the Stultitians was much leſſen'd of late, and 
their unſteady Behaviour to their Princes, their fre- 
uent Rebellions and Revolutions, their Factions and 
ue, their unfaithful Proceedings in the management 
of the State, and their ungenerous Bebaviour one to ano- 
ther, had ſpread themſelves very far, and were be- 
come generally prejudicial to em; yet I never heard 
but that there were among 'em more Perſons of pro- 
found Learning and great Abilities than were to be 
found in all the World G28 Sir, I hope you'll pax 
2 | on 
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don this Freedom in a Stranger. The intent of my 
Voyage is not to fraight my felf home with uſeleſs 
Speculations, but to improve my Knowledge; it 
you'll therefore be pleas d to favour me with ſome 
thort directions how I may manage my ſelf with the 
moſt advantage when I come to your great Town, 
which is every where eſteem'd as the Emporium of the 
World, you will add very much to the Honour you 
now do me, and will oblige me in the moſt effectual 
manner, firſt to deſerye and then to improve our fu- 
ture Converſation. Without tbe leaſt befitation he made 
anſwer, That 'a Gentleman of my Experience and 
Qualifications could want no Inſtructions to enable 
him to make my - Paſſage with Safety and Advantage 
into any Country; eſpecially ſuch Inſtructions as his 
were, that he was ſenſible were exceedingly imperfect 
and ill choſen : But, Sir, that you may ſee how wil 
ling I am to. comply with your Requeſt, I will for 
once expoſe my ſelf to your Cenſure, and rather run 
the hazard of being thought Impertinent than diſo- 


: 


to the Court, under the miſtaken notion, that you may 
poſſibly meet; with ſeveral things there worthy the 
obſervation of a Stranger. The Palace it ſelf has 
little ro xecommend it beſide the Antiquity of the 
Place, and is much inferiour to ſeveral of our Noble- 
mens >eats, eſpecially to thoſe that have been lately 
erecled upon the Crown Lands, whoſe Foundations 


ge you fr. „ 75 
In all probability your firſt Curioſity will lead you 


began in, Rapins, Bribery and Extertion, and whoſe 


Walls continued and were cemented by the Blood and 
Spoiles of a poor deluded ignorant People. The Situati- 
on is tolerable, tho? infinitely inferiour to the anci- 
ent Seat of our Princes, that now lies bury'd in its 
own Ruines, and is à conſtant reflection upon the 
Wiſdom and Loyalty of the Stultitian Senate,” and an 
undeniable Argument, that the high regard'tha : * 
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People pretend for the preſervation of the Memory of 
the Royal Family, is meer Banter and Grimace. When 
you come to Town, if you turn your Eyes that way, 
Fm confident you'll be fadly affected, and be apt to 
conclude with me; That the Stultitians have been ex- 
treamly negligent, that amidſt the Immenſe Summs 
they have yearly given under the Notion of carrying 
on a ridiculous War, or rather, that have been art- 


fully extorted from them upon that pretence,' they 


have not appropriated ſome ſinall part towards re- 


building this famous Structure. 


The Stultitian Court is ſuch a confus'd Medly, and 
ſuch a ſtrange mixture of Perſons of all Sorts and 
Qualifications jumbl'd together, that tis impoſſible 


for the greateſt maſters of Reaſon and Experience tb 


form any right Judgment, or give any tolerable account 
of em. In one place ſits an old Stateſman, one that 
wants neither Learning nor good Sence, and very 
few either Natural or Acquir'd Endowments that are 
requiſite to qualifie him'for his high Poſt, or recom- 
mend him to the Cloſet of the greateſt Prince in the 
World; but then as a foile to all his Perfections, he is 
fo inſufferably proud, peeviſh and ill-naturd, and 
what's worſt of all, ſo intolerably Covetous, that he 
ſtands as twere in a Parent heſis between his Equals 
and his Inferiours, and is almoſt every bodies Aver- 
ſion; unleſs it be a few Mercenaries that he maintains 
on purpoſe to indulge his Spleen. In the next place 
to Ria ſits one that is the direck reverſe of him, and 


ſo exactly oppoſite to him in all reſpects, that if you 


did not ſee they were made after the ſame form, 
you'd hardly believe em of the ſame Species; no bo- 
dy comes to him without a Smile, or leaves him with- 
dut a Promiſe; and if his Performances are but equal 
to the ſudden Eſteem he has acquir'd both from the 
Prince and People, the next Age will look upon him 
bes Sir, as he is wrapt up in'Myſte- 
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ries, I will not attempt to give you any part of his 
Character Time the Mother of Truth is big with his 
Hiſtory, and muſt &er long be deliver'd ; in which 
Interval you'll be certain to meet with many different 
Accounts both' of his V irtues and Vices as well as the 
Wiſdom, Folly and Succeſs of his great Underta- 
kings. In another place ſits a Juncto of new Politici- 
ans; what Qualifications they may have the Publick 
is not yet acquainted with: Honeſty is their beſt Policy, 
and tho' Virtues and Vices have been appropriated 
to moſt of the great Men in the World when Intereſt 
held the Scale, yet Prudence and Juſtice {till rurn'd 
the Ballance. The Aphoriſm. is very old, I confeſs, 
but the Application is always new, and will conti- 
nue fo, till the Covetouſneſs and Ambition of Cour- 
tiers and Stateſmen {hall intirely ceaſe, which Fm a- 
fraid I ſhall never live to ſee, eſpecially in this dege- 
Nerate Iſle. 1 a 

Sir, I would not ſtop you too long at a Place, where 
you that are a Stranger can make fo few. [mprove- 
ments; for unleſs you knew the Perſons, the manner 
and cauſes of their Promotion, and their reſpeCtive 
CharaQters and Qualifications, tis impoſſible you 
{ſhould be able to judge of em. It can ſignifie little 
to you to tell you, that the Lord with the long Noſe 
and the ſorrow / ful Countenance is a confounded Hy- 
2 and playing Tricks with both Parties to fill 

is own Pockets. That the ſpruce dapper Spark that's 
daub'd from Head ta Foot with Lace and Imbroyde- 
ry, is but a ſort of a Chymical Operator, a very Quack 
in Politicks, and like Eſeps Daw, itruts about in bor- 
row'd Plumes. I might ſhew you at a diſtance ſeve- 
ral of our Prince's Menials and Officers of the Guards 
that are Perſons of Scandalous and Profligate Lives, 
and of Rebellious and Antimonarchial Principles, 
and tire you with the different Characters and Di- 
{criptions of the Fools and Knayes that at this time 3 
. e 
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feſt the Royal Palace; but, Sir, ſince you are to be in 
Town your ſelf in a Day or two, and will have a full 


opportunity to make your own Obſervations, we'll 


leave it till then. 

I know you are too good a Judge of the Conſtitu- 
tion and Nature of all Courts, to imagine, that the 
wiſeſt Prince that ever govern'd, can ſo effectually 
model his Family, but that abundance of Knaves and 
Fools, and other wſeleſs Perſons, will crowd in upon 
him, and like divided parcels of dying Vipers, ſpraul 
together towards their Head. Some Princes, by the 
prudent diſtribution of their Rewards and Punſhments, 
and by their ſingular regard to Men of Merit and Pro- 
bity, have indeed prevented a great many Aſiſchiefs 
and Inconveniencies that have happen'd upon this ac- 
count; whilſt others have been undone, and their 
whole Family expos'd and baniſh'd, chiefly by the 


falſe and y dious Advice of their treacherous Coun- 
, ſellors, and th 


e ungrateful and faithleſs Behaviour of 
their Creatures and Servants; a fatal Inſtance of which 


I could lay before you in a late Prince of this Iſland; 


but, Sir, it grows late, and I won't detain you now 
with the melancholy Recital. The poor Stultitans 
owe all the Chalamaties they have already actually 
felt, and the dreadful Proſpects of future Miſeries 
which they have ſtill cauſe to apprehend, to the good 
Nature and Credulity of that miſtaken Prince. I 
heartily wiſh his Misfortunes may be a ftanding cau- 


tion to his Poſterity, not to depend too much, and 


place their ſole Security upon the deceitful Counſels 
of any Select Number or Party of Mercenary Courtiers 
or Upſtart Polititians. | 

We are now bleſt with one of the beſt Princes that 
ever adorn'd the Stultitian Throne + A Prince whoſe 
Reign has been one continued Series of great and won- 
derful Events, and has done every thing that was 
poſſible to promote the Happineſs and Glory of the 
= | People. 
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People. And would you imagine, that after all this; 
this very Prince ſhould be ill us'd, vilely treated and 
affronted; and that there ſhould be a Party among us 
ſo deſperately n icked, and ſo intirely loft to all 1757 of 
Honour and Gratitude, that there 1s hardly a Week 
paſſes but ſome Plot or Conſpiracy, or ſome Deviliſh Con- 
trivance is ſet on foot to imbroil the Nation and ſub- 
vert the Conſtitution. When you come to our Metro- 
polis, you'll be confounded and ſurpriz d at theſe mon- 
ſtrous Proceedings; but, Sir, the Facts are notorious, 
and as plain as Demonſtration can make em. I ap- 
peal to your ſelf therefore, are we not in reality an 
Land of Fools and Madmen to ſuffer all this with Im- 
punity; and what Account will our Governours give 
of their Conduct, if by their Timidity or artificial 
Delays, we ſhould, after the Deluge of Blood that 
has been ſpilt, and the incredible Sums that have 
been extorted from the Nation, and extravagantly 
ſquander'd away in the ſupport of a few Rabenons, 
Deſigning, Beggarly Accomplices: whom Experience has 
too late inform'd us, had no other Friendſhip or 
Regapd for us, than to ſerve their own Purpoſes, and 
to fatten and indulge themſelves upon our Spoiles ; if 
after all this theſe Vipers ſhould be ſuffer'd to re- 
unite and gather freſh Strength and Vigour, what can 
the Conſequence be but unavoidable Ruine and De- 
ſtruction? 

Oh fooliſh Staltitzans ! what Magick, what power- 
ful Philtrum is it that has ſo fatally benumb'd and In- 
fatuated you? Believe me, Sir, I mention theſe things 
with the deepeſt regret. Our whole Iſland is corrupt- 
ed and over-run with Vice and Folly. Our Laws 
that once were, and now ſhould be, the Standard of 
Juſtice and Reaſon, are baſely ſubverted, and in 
molt Caſes made a perfect Subterfuge to Cheats ar 
Villains. Our Prieſts have untaught their own Do- 
Etrines and forſwore their Principles: They 1 
8 | crifiz 


5 the Iſland of Fools. 33 
crifiz'd their Faith and their Conſciences to their In- 
tereſt, and made a Merchandiſe of their Religion. 


Our Merchants, once the wealthieſt in the World, 


are moſt of em become Fugitives and Bankrupts. Our 


ManufaCtures, in many Places are quite loſt, and 
in moſt ſunk ſo low, that the poor Artificer cannot 
ſubſiſt upon em. Our Foreign Commerce is almoſt 


utferly deſtroy'd; and can never be feſtor d without 
the concurrence of a world of unforeſeen Accidents. 


The great Branches of our Trade, that for a Succeſſi- 


on of Ages, have ſupported the Grandure of our Nati- 
on, and render'd us valuable both at home and abroad 
is dwindl'd into Monopoly and Stock- Jobbing; and 


our Exchange, once the greateſt Mart in the World, 


5 only by a few Indigent Scoundrels, or ſuch 
uſeleſs idle People that come thither to ſtock themſelves 
with the Occurrences of the Town, and to barter and 


prate about Parties and Politicks. Our Stage, that was 
intended chiefly for the Diverſion and Reception of 


our Ladies and Gentlemen of Quality, is become the 
common Receptacle of Sharpers, Bullies, Whores and 
Bawds ; the original Deſign is quite loſt, and from 
being a School of Moral Virtues and Good Manners, and 
a Place for the Repreſentation of Noble and Generous A. 


Aions, is intirely chang'd into Farce and Ridicule, and 


made the very Sink of Ribaldry and Obſcene Talk, and 
an Inlet to al manner of Prophaneneſs and Immorality. 
By this time the Clock had ſtruck Twelve, and one 
of the Waiters came up to us, and told us, That the 
Coach would be going by Four in the Morning; and ſo 
after I had, in the beſt manner I could, fignify'd to 
him the ſence I had of his Friendſhip, and the Satiſ 
faction I took in his Converſation, we went to Bed, 
where we had not been above three Hours, but we 
were call'd up in order to get our ſelves in a readi- 
neſs againſt the time that our Governour, the Coach- 

man, ſhould think fit to call 51 us. FR K 
or 
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For the greateſt part of the Morning, nothing 
happen d worth your Lordſbip's notice. About Nine, 
whilſt we were in the middle of a famous Heath; 
which as I afterwards underſtood, is commonly in- 
feſted with a ſort of Gentlemen, like Robbers, which 
the Iſlanders diſtinguith by the name of Highwaymen ; 
the Coachman told us he had diſcover'd upon the ſide 
of the Hill, three Perſons on Horſe-back, which he 
thought might be Thieves, and that they were croſ- 
ſing the Roads to meet the Coach; this put all the 
Company into great Confuſion, 'till the Major told 
us, if we would follow his Advice, be'd undertake for 
our Security. No fighting I beſeech you, good Major, 
ſays the Senator, I had much rather part with my Mo- 
ney than my Life; if theſe Fellows ſhould over-power us, 
they'll flrip us, and cut our Throats, I have a world of 
Sens unrepented of. Oh Parſon ! this is a Judgment up- 
on us for our laſt Night's Extravagance. | 
Fox of your Sins, and your Judgments, ſays the Ma- 
jor, this is no Time nor Place to think of either; if 
you'll come out of the Coach and take your fate among us, 
you may be Safe. This Gentleman, meaning the Bog- 
lander, bas a Fuſee, and J have a Brace f Piſtols, 
and am very confident ; when theſe Sparks ſee we have 
put our ſelves into a Poſture of Defence, they won't ven- 
ture upon us. Upon this we all ſtep'd out of the Coach, 
and the Major gave me one of his Piſlols, and deſir'd 
me not to fire till I was ſecure not to miſs my Mark. 
As he judg'd it, ſo it happen d; for the Fellows com- 
ing up with the Coach, and finding no body in it, 
turn'd their Horſes, and came back directly to us; 
but perceiving we had Arms, and were reſoly'd to 
ſtand upon our Guard, they gave us two or three 
hearty Curſes, and ſo left us. | 


I will trouble your Lordſhip no farther with any of 
the little Occurrences upon the Road; being conſcious to 
my felt, that I have already treſpaſs d too far upon 
YE you 
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you in that particular. About three in the Afternoon, 
we came to this famous City, from whence ] hope in a 
ſhort time to be able to communicate to your Lord- 
ſhip, ſome Affairs of greater Importance, and more 
to your Satisfaction, and miſs no opportunity to ſig- 
nifie, that I am, with the moſt profound Reſpett, 


Id cout, A gt | My Lord, Tour moſt 
Dated from the Metropolis o, Obedient Servant, 
the Ile: of Fools, Febr. | | 

the 19th, 1712, 


>. + : 
# 7 * 4 


9 
r — 
* . 1 


168 


SWAN 17 ML 3 1 


AFTER we had quitted the Coach and drank a 


1 Bottle of Canary, which the Old Gentleman pre- 


ſented to the Major as an acknowledment of the 1ig- 
nal Service he had done him in protecting him from 
the Robbers ,” the Barriſter perceivin that I was under 
ſome uneaſineſs for want of a Lodging, told me 
that he had two Beds in his Chambers, which I ſhould, 
take my choice of, and ſhould be welcome to ſtay 
there till J had an opportunity to make a better Pro- 
viſion. FRY we?” HET oy Gas 
This unexpected Friendſhip from a Stranger con- 
firm'd me in the eſteem I already had for him, and 
added very much to the Impreſſions his generous 
Behaviour upon the Road had made upon me. 
would have made ſome Apologies, but he ſoon pre- 


— 


vented me; by telling me; That he look'd upon good 


Manners and Civilities to Strangers to be a common 
oeh which we owe one to another, and that if I 
wou d a leas d to accept of his Offer, the obliga- 
tion would lie on his ſidde. 1 
* F 2 Whilſt 
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Whilſt we made this ſhort ſtay at the Inn, we were 
infeſted with Swarms of ragged People, that crowd- 
ed impudently into our Room to ſell us Pampblets and 
News. Papers. I would have bought ſeveral of em; but 
the Maſter of the Houſe told me they were nothing 
but Shams and Forgeries, publiſh'd by ſome Knaviſh, 
Beggarly, Printers, purely to geta Penny. As this was 
a thing perfectly new to me, and what I had never 
heard or ſeen in any other Country, I could not for- 
bear asking upon what Account, and by what Authority 
theſe Scandalous People were permitted. Your Lord- 
ſhip knows that at Venice, and in all other parts of 
the World where they have any ſort of Oeconomy, the 
Printing Prefs is always Sacred to the State; and 


that ſuch à Scandalous Practice as this would be 


look d upon as a very high Reflection upon the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Government, and the Authors puniſh d 
wich the utmoſt Severity. Sir, Replys the Barriſter, 


tis not for nothing we have the Character of an Iſland 


of Fools: when you come to know us thraugbly, you'll be 
convinc'd, we have the juſteſt Title to it. This, though 
it, has put the Nation into the greateſt Confuſion and 
iſtraction, and fil'd the People's Heads full of 

W bimlies and Chimera's, is but a petty inconſidera- 
ble Folly, in reſpec} of ſome. you'll meet with. Up- 
on what Account, and by what Authority theſe Scan- 
dalous People are permitted, I can't very well inform 
vou: I know indeed for what purpoſes the Practice 
was at firſt introduc'd, and what miſchie vous Effects 
it has had; but how it comes to be continued now, I 
proteſt I can give no reaſon. . We have been told in- 
deed that ſome of our Kkeeneſt State Politicians are 
terxibly troubled with the furor Scribengi, and pro- 
mate the Latitude of the Preſs, in order to conceal 
themſelves. Others, they ſay, are no lefs fond. of being 
thought Authors, and fancy it to be an high Article in 
their Reputation to be a Father to the Brats of ſome 
þ | | poor 


or throw himſelf upon the mercy of 
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poor indigent Scribler, which they imploy to write 
for em: and tis odds too, when he has huzza'd them 
almoſt to Blaſphemy, and ſtock d the Kingdom with 
lying Panygericks, in their Commendation; praiſed 
them for Vartaes they never had, and for great Acti- 


ons, they never thought of, but that, as ſoon as they 


grow into Power, and the ſilly Coxcomb has rais d 
their Reputation, and done their Buſineſs, they in- 
tended him for, but they find ſome pretence or other 
to turn him out of their Favour, and perhaps load 
him with Reproaches into the Bargain, and fo his 
Credit's loſt, and he grows Contemptible, and muſt 
be forc'd to ſcribble Madrigals and E 7 for Bread, 
ome Knaviſh 
Mercenary Bookſeller, that makes him his Slave and his 
Property, and if poſſible, uſes him worſe than he was 
before. Many inſtances of this I could produce, and 
ſome of *em of Perſons of as good Learning and 
Parts as ever the Iſland Bred, that have been utterly 
loſt, and dy'd ſtarving in a Garret upon this Ac- 
count. ; 
The Senator would have offer'd us ſome of his Ar- 
guments in vindication of the liberty of the Preſs 
particularly that the Revolution, and many other 
conſiderable Events ſince, were in a great meaſure 
owing to it: but my Companion, the Beg lander, inter- 
rupted him, by telling him, This was no proper time 
to enter into long Diſputes, but that if the Company 
would meet in a day or two, and dine together, they 
would then have an opportunity to talk over this 
matter at length. This Propoſal was approv'd, and 
readily agree d to by the whole Company, and the 
day and place appointed; and ſo we took our leaves, 
and my Friend the Barriſter, for as yet I can call 
him by no other Name, order'd a Hackney Coach to be 
call'd, and directed the Fellow to drive us directly 
ta his Chambers. N 
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We had hardly drove a hundred Paces, bat I ob- 
ſerv'd prodigious numbers of the miſerable Creatures 
I before menrion'd to you, running about with great 
bundles of Papers under their Arms; fome crying a 
New Mail from Frogland, with the King of the GanPs 
New Propoſals; others Peace and Popery, or the Preter- 
der's New Declaration; others, that we are all undone at 
laft by the Queen and Parliament, or a full and true 
Diſcovery of a horrid and bloody Plot: and abun- 
dance of other Papers, with theſe ſort of Titles ; 
which as I was afterwards told, were moſt of them 
Printed and diſpers'd, at the Expence of the Phana- 
ticks, to raiſe Jealouſies and Apprehenſions among 
the Tradeſmen, and ordinary fort of People. 
I will not now detain your Lordſhip with the Ma- 
mificence of the Houſes, the vaſt numbers of the 
People we met, the ſumptuouſneſs of the Shops, and 
the largeneſs and regularity of the Streets through 
which we paſs' d, becauſe I intend to trouble you 
with a general Deſcription of the Town, as foon as 
J have turniſh'd my ſelf with the proper Materials. 
In a ſhort time we came near to the place where 


we were to be ſet down, where we were ſtop'd for a 


quarter of an Hour, by a mighty concourſe of 
Coaches that frequently crowd the Streets, in that 
part of the City, and hinder all Paſlage; during 
which, we were encountered with another Accident, 
which I take to be not only a Reflection upon the Stul- 

ſ one of the moſt inhuman 
Proceedings I ever heard of. 1 is 
In a little Alley oppoſite to us, we ſaw a Tumult 
of People, and ſeveral among 'em with Clubs and 
drawn Swords, Swearing and Blaſpheming in the moſt 
dreadful manner. The Barriſter call'd to a Perſon 
that ſtood near us, to know the cauſe; who told us, 
they were Bayliffs and Conflables, that had ſeiz'd a poor 
Gentleman with an Eſcape Warrant, and for endea- 


vouring 
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vouring to get away from them, had: Cut and Beat 
him ſo intolerably, that it was apprehended they had 


murder d him. My Friend ſhook his Head, adding; 


That this is another of our Follies, and a moſt noto- 
ious one, too; and. indeed, ſays he, I don't believe the 


whole, World can produce one Paralel to it : the time and 


circumſtance of the place would not permit him to 
tell me the nature of the Caſe any farther, than that 


this gnhapp Perſon was in a worſe Condition than 
*twas poſſible for him to Repreſent; being by a cruel 
Law that was lately made, purely to gratifie the Re- 
venge of one of the Judges, that is ſince Dead, to be 
carry'd directly to a moſt loathſome and miſerable 
Priſon, and there to continue during Late. . 
By that time theſe mercyleſs 22 had drag'd the 
poor Man to the end of the Alley, the Paſſage was 
open, and the Coach drove into a Spacious Court, ſi- 
tuated upon the Banks of the fineſt River I ever be- 
held. When we came into the Chambers, I think 
I never ſaw things more Uniform and Convenient, 
nor a Proſpect ſo exceeding Beautiful and Delight - 
ful. We had hardly taken the Luggage out of the 
Coach, but ſeveral Gentlemen of the Houſe came to 
viſit my Friend, and bid him welcome to Town. A- 
mong the reſt, one, that I found he had a particular 
intimacy with, took him aſide, I ſuppoſe, to enquire 
who I was; what he ſaid to him I don't know, but 
as ſoon as he left him he came up to me, and told 
me his Chambers were Contignous ; and that he was 
confident Mr. which was the firſt time I had 
heard his Name, would not take it amiſs, if I would 
do him the Favour to ſtep in now and then and drink 
a*Dith of Tea with him. As he was going away, my 
Friend call'd to him, and told him if he was not pre- 
engag d, he would be glad to eat a Chop of Alutton 
with him, at the Fopes-Head Tavern, in the Evening. 


We 
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We were no ſooner ſhav'd and dreft, but he was 
with us, and with all the frankneſs and good hu- 
mour Imaginable, told us; he had put off all Buſineſs 
for the Night, and that we might diſpoſe of him as 
we thonghr fit. It was now about Seven, which ac- 
cording to the Cuftom of the Stultitians, was at leaſt 
two hours too ſoon to Sup; and what muſt be done 
to fill up that Interval, was the next Queſtion. Se- 
veral expedients were propoſed: at laſt, it was con- 
cluded to go to the Græcian Coffee- houſe, and read the 
News, ail divert our ſelves among the Politzcrans. 

When we came there, we found the Houſe crowded 
with variety of People, and ſuch a confuſed Noiſe, 
and Jar among 'em, that a Man could hardly hear 
himſelf Speak. Some were talking for and againſt 
Religion. Some were ſtating Caſes of Conſcience 
others propoſing Law Queſtions, and attempting to 
reconcile Contradictions. Some were Bartering and 
Stock- jobbing. Some were Wrangling, Scolding and 
calling Names, and others Lying, Cajol ing and Flat- 
tering; ſo that in my whole Life I never ſaw ſuch a 
Collection of Perſons fo intricately jumbl'd and mixd 
together. | 

After we had ſtood a little while by the Fire, my 
Friend twitch'd me by the Sleeve; Come, ſays he, I believe 
you have had your fill of this ſort of Society, follow me 
and we'll go try 15 we can mend our ſelves in the other 
Room; there perhaps we may find a place to fit down, and 
ſome Company that are a little more entertaining. The 
Room I confeſs was much better, and the quieter of 
the two; and the Company well dreſt, and look'd 
ſomething more like Gentlemen; but for the Conver- 
ſation, I think there was no great odds in it. Some 
of theſe were for the High, Bide for the Low-Church, 
and ſome for neither; ſome were for Peace, and ſome 
were for Var, and propos'd ſeveral ridiculous Schemes 
for promoting the one, and carrying on the other. 

Says 


to ſay, might have come to paſs; with this 


the Iſland of Fools. 4 
Says a bluſtring noiſie Spark, they call'd my Lord; 
if that cant ing Blockhead, the Doctor, bad been dead, 
and damn d, before he had preach'd his curſed Sermon, 
the bufmeſs had been all over, and we had had none of 


theſe Quarrels and Clamours about Peace and War, nor 


been under the Apprehenſions of the loſs of our Liberties 
and Properties, and having the Settlement alter'd, and 
a Pretender impos'd upon us. Says another, that us'd 


to keep his Lordſbip's Back-hand upon theſe Occaſi- 


ons; , My Lord, you are perfetly in the Right, if the 
Old Miniſtry had not been Supplanted, and all their fine 
Projects circumvented and defeated by a few Upſtart Po- 
liticians, ve bad had none of this Noiſe and Combuſtion 
about | Hereditary Right. Je bad not bad the Old 
Aufty wor n- out Doctrines of Paſltve-Obedience, and 
Non: Reſiſtance, nem Vamp d, and bawld about again, 
The Names of Whig and Tory bad been almoſt loft, and 
uite forgot, and all our Scandalous Diſtintions bad been 
buried in perpetual Oblivion: but my Lord, that time's 
paſt, and we have ſlip d an opportunity of making our ſelves 
the greateſt and the bappieſt People in the Univerſe. Here a 
worthy Old Gentleman they call'd Serjeant Trudge, a 
Perſon of Loyal Principles and good Learning, but 
of an ill Elocution, roſe from his Chair, and with 
ſome Heat told em; That their Quarrels, Clamours, 
and Apprehenſions, were all groundleſs, and only 
trump'd up by a reſtleſs diſcontented Faction, to a- 
muſe and fright the Nation. Indeed, ſays be, my 
Lord, I verily believe, if the fine Projects of your 
Party had not been Defeated, and they had had the 
Adminiſtrarion of the Publick Affairs a year or two 
longer, all that you and your Counſellors are 0 
arther 

Addition, that if they had went on but a very ſhort 
time, we had been cur'd of all our Apprehenſions, 
and had had neither Religion, Property, Law, Govern- 


ment, Order or ann, to have been eee 
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tor, but been involvd in a State of Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion, from whence your Old Aſiniſtry could hardly 
have deliver'd us. Depend upon it, Sir, a perpetual Di- 
&ator, which you ſtruggl'd ſo hard for, and had effe- 
Cted too, if you had not been circumvented by a few 
Upftart Politicians, as you are pleaſed to {tile em, had 
not prevented it: At leaſt the War had been never the 
nearer an End. Nor, by all the Proſpects and Rules 
of Reaſon, that I am Maſter of, had the Greatneſs and 
Happineſs of the People been in any better forward- 
neſs, than they are at this preſent. 

Let him alone Dick, ſays the Lord, the Old Gentle- 
man is troubl'd with a Vertigo; he has been dreaming 
of the Pretender laſt Night, and that has turn'd his 
Head. No, ſays the Serjeant, tis your Lordſhip, and 
the reſt of your Party that dream of the Pretender, 
and make uſe of him upon all Occaſions, to cover 
your other Deſigns. You carry him about with you, 
as the Turks do Mahomet's Bones for a Charm; I don't 
hear of any, but thoſe that make it their buſineſs 
to diſturb the Government, and create Tumults and 
Diviſions, that trouble their Heads either with the 
1 Pretender, or the alteration of the Settlement. You' 
[| are the People that create the Jealouſies, and raiſe the 
| Outcries your ſelves; and if ever the Settlement be 

alter'd, and the Pretender be brought in, tis you muſt 
do it: for I dont believe any body elſe will attempt 
it, or intends it. 

My Lord, I muſt be plain with you, there have been 
within theſe few Years fo many wicked Tenets, openly 
avow'd, and in the moſt ſolemn and deliberate man- 
ner Aſſerted and Maintain'd, that the Stultitians are 
become the Jeſt and Ridicule of all the European 
World; and pray, my Lord, give your ſelf a little 
time to think, who has been the occaſion of this. 
appeal to your Lordſhip, are they the Vhigs or the 
Tories? Who were they that openly, at the a v9 { 

that 
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that canting Blockhead the Doctor, as you call him, 
Arraign'd and Condemn'd the. Title of the preſent 
Prince, and had abſtracted it from all manner of He- 


reditary Right? Who were they that affirm'd that the 


Regal Dignity was ſolely grounded upon a Revolu- 
tion Foundation, and that there was no Title but what 
was deriv'd directly from thence? Have not new 
Models of Government been propos'd, and frequent 
attempts made to begin our Conſtitution, De novo? 
And are there not a Set of Hirelings, and Profligate 
Scriblers, that diſpute the Prince's Prerogative of 
making Peace and Var; a Prerogative as old as Mo- 
narchy it ſelf, and has never been Controverted, but 
in times of Revolution and Rebellion; and do not the 
{ame vile Wretches continue even to this very Day 
to tell the People in their Scandalous Papers and 
Pamphlets, that no Prince bas any farther Title to 
his Crown than what he holds from their Gift and 
Condeſcention ; I beg of your Lordſhip, or your Chap- 
lain, at your Elbow, to tell me, who they are that 
323 promote and abet theſe Principles, and have 
ately made all this Struggle and Conteſt to obſtruct 
the moſt honourable and advantageous Peace that e- 
ver was offer d to the Stultitzans ; a Peace, that in all 
Probabilty will reſtore our 1ſand to its former Wealth 
and Grandure, make our Glory and Happineſs al- 
moſt as large as we can wiſh, and as laſting as the 
World, 

The two Gentlemen who knew the Company, and 
the natural conſequences of ſuch a ſevere Reprimand, 


thought beſt to be gone before the Storm broke out ; 


and accordingly gave me the ſign, and fo we left *em 
to wrangle it out by themſelves, and went to Sup- 

r. 
" Whil Supper was getting ready, my Friend en- 
tertain'd me with ſeveral diverting Pallages relating 
to the Policy and Government of the Stultztians ; and 
G 2 withall 
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withall ask'd me how I lik'd their Coffe-bonſe Conver- 


ſation. II warrant you, ſays he, there's rare work a- 
mong em by this time; before now his Lordſhip foams at 
the Mouth, and has call'd the Old Gentleman a bun- 
dred Jacobites and Popiſh Raſcals z and Dick and be, 
and the two or three other Toung Rakes they have de- 
bauch'd and drawn into their Party, have talk'd as much 
Treaſon and Blaſphemy as would poyſon and undoe a whole 

at ꝛon. . 
I could not very well tell what anſwer to make 
him, being unwilling to be too forward in my Obſer- 
vations ; which I take to be a very great defect in the 
Conduct of ſome Strangers, who take upon 'em at 
firſt ſight to cenſure Perſons and Things; and ſo I on- 
Iy told him, That I look'd upon this to be the ſudden 
effects of Parties and Paſſion, and that I did not 
queſtion, but the Stultitians were too wiſe a Nation 
to ſuffer any of their People of what degree or qua- 
lity ſoever, to talk Treaſon or Blaſphemy with Im- 

unity. „ 65k 0 

S258 the other Gentleman, I find your Friend is 
unwilling to cenſure our Follies as they deſerye, and 
indeed we ought to think our ſelves oblig'd to him 


for his Candour. When he comes to be better ac- 


quainted with us, he'll find theſe extravagancies are 
not the bare effects of Parties and Paſſion, but the 
product of old Hereditary Grudges, occaſion d by the 
natural Averſion the two Factions have one for ano- 
ther, and their conſtant Practice in all places where 
they meet : Sir, if you'll give me leave, III trouble 
you with an Abſtradt of their reſpeCtive Characters, 
hich though I confeſs they are hardly worth it, yet 
they ay he of ſome uſe to you in your Paſſage 
thraugh the reſt of the Town. | 5 
He that they call A Lord, is a turbulent hot- 
headed park that affects to be at the Head of the 
Faction; who though they generally look upon him 
R a gp B 1 


_ 


the Iſland of Fools. | 45 
to be a Perſon of very little Sence and no Solidity, 


yet they often make uſe of him in dangerous Caſes, 
and put him upon Motions that the more Wary and 


Conſiderate of em don't think proper to appear in. 
Dick, as they call him, has much better Sence, and 
wants for no Reſolution to back it; but then he's ſo 


much a Bigot, and ſo heated with a miſtaken Zeal, 
that he commonly over-runs his Game, and ruines 
all the Cauſes he's concern'd in. The Serjeant's a Gen- 
tleman of ſolid Judgment and great Integrity, but a 
little too haſty and paſſionate in Converſation. He 
in the Black Wigg, that ſate next him, is one of our 
City Senators, that commonly votes well, but can 
give no other reaſon for it than that Sir John 


Mr. — — and the Collonel were of the ſame Opini- 


on. The two they call'd Doctors, are two of the 
Ringleaders of the new Sect of Free Thinkers, and have 
drawn after them half the young Fellows about the 
Town. He in the Gown is one of our Latitudinarian 
Parſons, and a ſort of a Spiritual Stock- Jobber. He 
that ſate next to him, is a young Student that's latel 

come from the Univerſity, and has a mighty Inclinati- 
on to be thought an Atheiſt; but is ſo untortunate to 
be ſo perfectly a Blockbead, that no body takes any 
notice of him. The old Sparks that fate ſmoaking 
and grumbling at the other Table by themſelves, are 


a ſet of Uſurers and old Rich — that came 
e 


only to read the News and make Obſervations; or 
perhaps for the ſake of the Coffee and Tea, which has 
the Reputation of being the beſt in the Town. 


This, my Lord, is the Detaile of what I collected 


the firſt Night I came to this great Town; where eve- 
ry Day I continue I find will produce a world of Oc- 
currences, which I am ſenſible would come to your 
Lordſhip by any other hand with greater Advantages 
than I can pretend : however, ſince you are pleas'd to 
honour me with their acceptance, I ſhall continue to 
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tranſmit them in the beſt manner I can, and thereby 
ſignifie the Ambition I have of being, 


Dated from the Metropolis My Loyd, &c, 
of the Iſle of Fools, | 
Fanuary 27. 1712, 


— 


LET TEA V. 


My Lord, 


1 next Day the two Gentlemen were ſo kin | 


to promiſe me to bear me company to the Court 
End of the Town, whither we ſet out about Ten in 
the Morning. We took Water at a Pair of Stairs at 
the Foot of the Chamber, from whence we order'd 
the Watermen to carry us to the Old Palace, which is 
diſtant about half a League. In this ſhort Paſſage, 
notwithſtanding the Weather was very cold, and feu 


Ferſons of faſhion go by Water, we found the River 


almoſt cover'd with Boats of different makes and 
fizes, which, as my Companions inform'd me, might 
be ſeen almoſt every Day in the Year except Sundays : 
when there's only a limited number permitted for the 
conveniency of tranſporting Paſlengers. 

My Lord, upon this tranſient view 'tis impoſſible 


T ſhould give your Lordſhip any tolerable Account of 


this famons River. The Gentlemen told me, That 
it ſtretcheth it ſelf Veſtward into the very Heart of 


the Country, and that moſt of the Proviſion and o- 


ther Neceſſaries for this great and populous City were 


convey d to it that way; adding withall, That if by 


any Invaſion or Inſurrection, or by any other Acci- 


dent, the Paſſage ſhould be intercepted but for 
twenty Days, the People muſt be ſtarvd; and ſeem d 
very 
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very much to condemn the Stultitian Policy, that a 


better Proviſion was not made to ſecure em againſt 
the poſſibility of a Surprize of that nature. 

Whilſt they were deſcribing to me the Extent, 
Length, Depth, and the appendant Advantages ; e- 
ſpecially the prodigious Wealth it brought yearly to 
the Prince, there paſs d by us a cover'd Boat with ſix 
Oars, which the Watermen told us, was the Metro- 
politan s Boat: and as they ſuppos d, was carrying him 
to the Counſel Chamber. 

Here I was ſo unlucky to ask a Queſtion or two, 


which I found neither of the Gentlemen were at firſt 


willing to anſwer; at length ſays one of them : Our 
preſent Metropolitan is very little known, unleſs it be to a 
Select Party, to whom be owes bis Advancement, and is 
fo entirely devoted, that he allows very few others to have 
any ſhare, either of bis Favours or Converſation. His En- 
dowments, Learning, and other Spiritual Qualifications 
will, without doubt, render bim remarkable m the next Ge- 
nerations ; and as for the preſent, I don't hear he is much 
concern d about it. As you make your way through the 
Town you'll be ſure to hear more or leſs of Ins Character, 
and from thence will be able to gueſs at him better than 
tis proper for us to direct. Sir, ſays one of the Water- 
men that overheard us; I find my Maſters are afraid or 
aſbam d to tell you any thing of our great Metropolitan; 
but if they won t be angry, I can tell you in a 2 words 
what he is. In ſhort, he is one of thoſe they call Low- 
Church-men, and the firſt Metropolitan we ever bad of 
that ſort, but one; and he was purely a Revolution One, 
and did hardly believe in God: at leaſt, be did not believe 
in him as his Predeceſſors did before bim. This put us 
all into a fit of Laughter, which continu'd till we ar- 
riv'd at the Place we intended. 

From thence we went to a great Hall, where the 
Judges ſit to try Cauſes, and the Lawyers reſort in 
'Cerm-time to mangle and deſtroy the Law: _ 
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Place was very Spacious and Magnificent, and tho' 
not ſo uniform as ſome of our Modern Buildings; yet 
in all reſpects extreamly well adapted to the Ules 
that are now made of it. Here we met with little 
worthy obſervation ; except it were great numbers of 
Colours and Standards that the Stultitians had lately 
taken from the Gauls in ſeveral memorable Battles. 
One of the Gentlemen ſnew'd me them with a great 
deal of pleaſure; but withall told me, That never Tro- 
phies were purchas d with ſo much bazard, and at the ex- 
pence of ſo much Blood and Treaſure, _ 

FI ſhould tell you what Hardſhips the poor Stultitians 
may have underwent, what immenſe Sums they have pro- 
vided, and how inſufferably they have been cheated and 
imposd upon; you'd be ſurprix d that this little Iſland 
ſhould be ſtill able to hold the Ballance of Power among the 
European Princes, and to make ſo conſiderable a Figure 
as it docs at this preſent. There is no Nation but the 
Iſland of Fools would have ſquander'd away a hundred 
and fifty Millions, and five hundred thouſand of the Lives 
of the braveſt of their People upon meer Chimera's and Sug- 
geſtions; and yet this we have done, and you ſee all that 
we have got for it. What our Feace may produce is lock'd 
wp in the Archives of Futurity, and ſeems chiefly to de- 
pend upon the Succeſs of remote Accidents. 


When we had walk'd two or three turns here, we , 


went up a large pair of Stairs, which led us to an an- 
tiquated Chamber ; which 1s generally crowded with 
Perſons of all Ranks and Degrees during the fitting 
of the Senate, more eſpecially with Prieſts and Proje- 
Ctors. After we had view'd the Throne and the two 
Houſes of Parliament, they conducted me to an Ad- 
jacent Abby of great Antiquity; and tho' at firſt ſight 
the Workmanſhip did not ſeem ſo Sumptuous as ſome 
of our Foreign Churches: yet when you came within 
it, to look ſeparately upon the Height, Strength and 
Beauty of the Pillars, the Loftineſs of the Roof, _ 

tis 
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the Exactneſs and Regularity of the whole Fabrick, 
methoughts it carry'd a Natural Greatneſs and Mag- 
nificence without any Pomp or artificial Advantages, 
and was in the main one of the beſt and trueſt 
Pieces of Architecture I had ever ſeen. Here the 
Kings and Queens of the Ie, and the Perſons of the 


firſt Quality are uſdally Interr'd ; whoſe Tombs and 


Monuments are exceedingly fine and beautiful, and 
fome of them ſo curiouſly and naturally adorn'd and 
engrav'd, that I believe they are hardly to be exceed- 
ed in any part of the World. 

From hence we went through a private Garden to 
the Ruines of the Royal Palace I have already intima- 
ted to you in a former Letter, where we only made 
a little ſtop to view a Statue that was erected former- 


ly in honour to that unfortunate King, the Father 


of the prefent Prince; which we found in a very 
ſcandalous neglected Condition, and almoſt cover'd 
with Dirt and Rubbidge. The Gentlemen would 
have haſten d me away without giving me time to 
make any Remarks, or asking any Queſtions, bur 
one of them apprehending, that in all probability, 
I would deſire to know the Cauſe why this excellent 
Statue was no better taken care of, prevented me, 
by telling me; That this unfortunate King had high- 
ly diſoblig'd the Stultitians by ſeveral Miſmanage- 


ments in his Government; he had told me ſome of 


the Particulars, but the other interpos'd : Says be, 
The Hiſtory of this Prince is doubtleſs ſufficiently 
known in all Countreys that have ever read or heard 
any thing of the Iſland of Fools. We may varniſh o- 
ver his Misfortunes, and ſhade them with falſe Co- 
lours; but without doubt whenever they come to be 
candidly and fairly ſtated and repreſented, they will 
make as melancholy a Story in the Stultitian Annals, 
next to the barbarous and unparallel'd Murder of his 
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Father, as any that can be found among em ſince 
the firſt beginning of their Monarchy. 

By this time twas thought proper to go to ſome 
Coffee Houſe and drink a Diſh of Chocolate, and take 
a little reſpit for a quarter of an Hour; which hap- 
pen d to be that which they call the Toung Man's; a 
Caffee. Houſe generally frequented by the Officers of 
the Army, which the Lady Governeſs by her wan- 
ning Airs and artful Behaviour has ſo effectually me- 
thodiz'd, that the commands Fack, Tom, Harry, Ned, 
Will, Joe, Bob, Phil, and the Teſt of her Collonels 
and Field Officers ar diſcretion : who look upon it as 
a diſtinguiſhing mark of her eſteem, as often as ſhe's 
pleas'd to condeſcend to be ſo familiar with em, to 
call em by thoſe pretty little endearing Nick- 
Names. 3 | 

One of my Companions had the honour of being 
| known to her Ladyſhip, who ſhe was pleas'd to fa- 
| vour with the Title of her Counſellour; and as a fur- 
| ther Teſtimony of the ſingular regard ſhe had for 
him, was ſo kind to ſit down with us, and tell us the 
News which {he that Moment receiv'd from a Ge- 
neral of her Acquaintance on the other fide, and 
| might be depended upon for the trueſt and beſt in 
| the If}and. | 

My Lord, the Room was ſo crowded, and the 
Company ſo mix'd, that no Man could form any 
Judgment: Some had the Aſpect of Gentlemen of 
Birth and Education, and behav'd themſelves with a 
great deal of Modeſty and good Manners. Others 
had the Looks and Carriage of Bullies and Scoun- 
drels, and were ſo perfectly Brutiſh and Ignorant, 
and what was worſe, Swore and Blaſphem'd fo in- 
tolerably, that a ſober Perſon cannot be among em 
without imagining the Army, where Men are gene- 

rally ſuppos d to have the opportunity of converſing 
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with Gentlemen of the moſt refin'd Parts and bright- 
eſt Qualifications, to be a Nurſery of Lewdnefs and 
Debauchery, and the very Sink of all thats Vile and 
Scandalous. 

Your Lordſhip, who has made ſo conſiderable a 
Figure in the Army, knows very well how careful 
we are at Venice in the choice of our Officers, and 
indeed in all the Civiliz'd Parts of the World; the 
Army is eſteem'd as the only Academy for the Edu- 
cation of their Young Noblemen and Gentlemen of 
the firſt Rank: How the Stultitians come to be fo 
miſerably defective in this particular they aſcribe to 
ſeveral Cauſes, but chiefly to the Covetouſneſs of ſome 
of. their Generals ; who as my Companion told me, 
us'd formerly to make a Trade of the War, and to 
ſell the Commiſſions to the higheſt Bidder, without 
any regard either to the Character or Qualifications 
of the Purchaſer , which has introduc'd among em 
abundance of lewd and illiterate Scomdrels, and that 
hath drawn Reflections and Cenſures upon the whole 
Body. One part of the Room was full of theſe ſort 

f Fellows; which, one of the Gentlemen afterwards 
ſnfem's me, were moſt of em broken Tradeſmen, 
Lackeys, Pimps, Setters, Baylifts, or the Relations 
and Dependants of Whores and Bawds, and the Out- 
caſts of ſome Families that could be diſpos d of by 
no other method: But what I preſume would have 
given your Lord(hip an equal mixture of Wonder and 
Contempt, wonld have been to have heard theſe 


Animals talk Politicks, and inſolently cenſure and 


revile the Government, damn the Miniſtry, curſe the 
Peace and Peace-makers, and all their Adherents : as 
I my ſelf heard one of em, in the Face of the whole 
Company. 5 nein 

I ſhall not now detain your Lordſhip with any Re- 
flections upon this part of the Stultitian Policy; tho 
[ cannot forbear obſerving how dangerous as well as 
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ridiculous it is for any Government to entruſt any 
ſhare of its Safety and Preſervation in the Cuſtody 


of Perſons of ſuch lewd and ſcandalous Principles: at 


leaſt, to ſuffer itſelf with Impunity to be revil'd and 
vility'd by thoſe that eat its Bread, and have their 
ſole and ultimate Dependance upon it. 

At the Table adjoyning to us were fix or ſeven ; 
who from the Diſtance and Reſpect which the reſt 
pay'd *em, I believe might be Generals or Officers of 
a Superiour Rank: In the midſt of theſe ſate one 
they call'd Doctor, a Man famous among the Stulti- 
tians;for ſeveral little Party Pamphlets he had publiſh'd 
particularly two relating to Peace and War. This 
Doctor, it ſeems, had writ on both ſides, and made 
himſelf remarkable for his Trimming and tacking a- 
bout with every Turn and Change of the State. The 
Company ſeemd to hear him with a particular re- 
gard and diſtinction ; and indeed, to _ the truth 
of him, I hardly ever obſerv'd any body dictate with 
a more grave and maſterly Aſſurance. 

The Argument then before em was upon what 
Grounds and Pretentions Princes ought to declare 
War and enter into Confederacies ; which, as he 
very well obſerv'd, was chiefly the breach of the 
Ballance of Power: Adding further, That F the 
breach of the Ballance of Power be not a ſufficient ground 
for a War, then the Stultitians had no reaſon to be- 


gin their Bloody War with the Gauls ; but were purely 


trick'd into it by thoſe who had Proſpects of enriching 


themſelves by it; which in truth, my Lord, I take to 


be their very caſe. | 


A Collonel that fate oppoſite to him, enter'd the 
Lift, and undertook to oppoſe him, and manag'd the 
Argument with ſo much dexterity and ſtrength of 
Reaſon, that the Doctor was often forc'd to ſhift his 
Ground. and to have recourſe to. little Logical Arts 
and Tricks, which all fair and candid Diſputants reject 
with Contempt, | My 
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Notice; if they would not fill up too much of my 


to the Account of the reſt of my Impertinences. 
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My Lord, In this wrangling between em, for I 


can call it nothing elſe, there happen'd to drop out 


ſeveral material Occurrences, which I had never be- 
fore met with; which I ſhall take the freedom to la 
before your Lordſhip, when I have inform'd my ſe 
more fully of the Motives that prevaiFd with the 
Staltitians, to declare War with the Gauls: which by 
all I have yet learnt, ſeem to be exceeding frivolous 
and ill grounded. FA = 
When we were going out of the Door, the Major 
that travel'd with us from the Veſt, accoſted us; and 
nothing could prevail with him, but we muſt dine 
together. At Dinner he diverted us with a very 
merry Deſcription of the Lady Governeſs of the 
Coffee-houſe, and entertain d us with the Characters of 
ſeveral of her Gueſts; particular with that of the 
Doctor, and his Antagoniſt: both which, I believe, 
might not be altogether unworthy your Lordſhip's 


Letter, which I am apprehenſive has already treſ- 
paſſed too long upon your Leaſure, and {6 ſhall be 
referr'd to another time. After Dinner he pull'd out 
of his Pocket a Paper; which, for the ſake of the par- 
ticular Humour and Deſign of it, I took the pains 
to Copy, and have ventur'd to fend it to you; 
which I beg your Lordſhip to Excuſe, and to place 
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Ge Jove! bot Sn on us poor W 10 8, 
Vith Vigour fill our Hearts; 


That we in theſe unſtable Times, 


May wiſely act our Parts ! 


The Hands of wicked Tories grow 

More heavy ev ry day; 

Our Trimming : Friends their Collars ſlip, 
And all we do, betray. 


Fortem animum 8 rebus quas turpiter 


EY 


| the Iſland of Fools. | | yo | 


Oh Jove! thou know'ft we ſeldom give 
Thy Godhead any trouble; 
We never pray but with Deſign, 

Or when afflicted double. 


Then hear us now, and with ſome PLOT 
Inſpire us out of Hand; | 
That we this Peace may circumvent, 
And High- Church Pow'r withſtand. 


All the fine Projects we had laid, 
Are utterly defeated ; 
And what is worſe, we muſ# refund 
The Treaſure we have cheated. 


Nay ſome there be ſo wicked grown, 
1 Thor Nick not to Lb ; nk 
That we have been the Inſtruments 
Of carrying on the War : | | 
11 | 
A War, that has the Britiſh Realm 
To th* Brink of Ruin brought ; i No 
— | For which, they ſay, we ſhould be hang d: 
0b who can bear that Thought 


Hear us, great Jove ; ob ! hear us now ! 
The Pow's to us reſtore : | 
And we declare both One and All, 

Well trouble You 10 more. 


Infatuate or Amuſe the Dutch; 
Incline them to believe, 


N 1 That 
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That we haue ſtill both Wealth and Friends, 


Our Stations to retrieue. 


Fill the Imperial Court with Hope, 
That they may yet regain, 

How vain ſo ere be their Pretence, 
The Monarchy of Spain. 


Raiſe all ore Europe Donbts and Fears, 
New Fealouſies foment; 

Confound at Utrecht all they do 3 
Promote freſh Diſcontent. 


"Til Lewis, ( bear us ove!) 
Provok'd by our delay; mighty 

Send for his Miniſters all home, 
And all has ſaid, unſay. © © 


Or if that cannot well be done; 

Then raiſe a Holy War, 
That we to ſave our ſelves may take 
With either ſide our Shave. | 


Rather than be the Tories Slaves, 
what ist we would not do? 

Foyn either with the Pope or Turk, 
Or any Game per ſue. 


Great Jove ! as matters ſtand thou know'ft, 
Our time is very ſhort - 

We therefore pray thee quickly ous 
ben to the Court. 


Divide 
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Divide the Miniſters of State, 
Aud all their Counſels blaſt ; © 
Þricite the Senate to Juſpe®, bem 
They are ill ſero'd at laſt, © 


Cive to the Prieſts a lymg Tongue, 
Miſtaken Zeal and Pride; 


I That they may preach the People dami d, 


Who are not on our Side. 


| 442 grant us once again the MOBB ; 


wide 


= = the _ 'draws 0n, | 
en by their Help we may prevai 
And tben our Work is done. ; 


Hear us; ob ! hear us but this Time 
And if we gain o Ends; © 
Well make thy Altars dayly Smoke, 
And be thy faithful Friends, _ 


| Arif on fl” at io is 


And by the Tories fall , ann 
We'll either ſoek another GOD, | 
Or have no GOD at All. 


My two Companions, who were both Tories; and 
to a high degree averſe to Phanaticiſm, and all kind 
of Antimonarchical Principles, were extreamly pleas'd 
with it. Says one of them, Though 1 am no Friend 


as the Preſs is allow'd that extravagant Latitude it 
now has, and ſuch ——_ of pernicious Papers 


are 


be Iſland of Fools, 5 


to Libels and Scandalous Pamphlets, which I look 
upon to be one of our greateſt Follies ; yet ſo long 
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are hourly ſcatter d among the People; I think it 
highly requiſite, to prevent the i Conſggnencen that 
naturally follow, that now and then a Paper of this 
kind ſhould be thrown in among the reſt : Sir, 

be, This Paper gives a few general Items of the Pra- 
Qtices of a Stubborn, Turbulent Party, which gree- 
dily thirſt after an abſolute Power, to enſlave the 
reſt of their Fellow Subjects. Their Stratagegis, 
Plots and Contrivances, to circumvent the e 
without which they are intitely convincd, that Th 
Hand muſt be involv'd in perpetual Debts, and o- 
ther dangerous Circumſtances, beyond the poſſibility 
of a Recovery, are hardly to be believ'd, nor never 
to be parallel d. If it was worth your hearing, I 
could produce ſuch a Catalogue of them, that muſt 
at once engage both your Wonder and Sorrow ; but 
this ſhall be none of my buſineſs at preſent, you'll 
hear of em faſt enough in your Progreſs through the 
Town. The Major has been ſo kind to favour: us 
with one of his Papers ; and if I ſhould not be troy- 
bleſome, I'd ſhew you one of Mine, *Tis call'd-ag 
Elegy upon the Death of the moſt Renown'd General War; 
which after he had read, he gave me the liberty to 


Tranſcribe, Cc. 
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Of the moſt Renown'a 


G EN ERA L WA R, 
By a Disbanded Officer. 


That have often ſg 


| ung of Feats of Arms, 

Of dreadfu es, and of ſtout Alarms; 1 
Of taking cover d Ways, and forcing Trenches, 
Mix d with Complaints of poor forſaken Wenches ; 
Auſt now in doleful Dirge prepare to tell 


How GENEKAL WAR by ſad Diſaſter fell 


Long wncontroul'd he rang d the Blood Field, 
Ravag d large Countries, made ſtrong Cities yield ; 


I 2 Pillag'd 
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Pillag'd and Plunder'd to enhaunce his Store, 
And wallow'd in vaſt Floods of Human Gore; 
Had other glorious Miſchiefs too in band. 
Had Fate not wreſted from him the Command. 
Oh cruel Fate! to rob him of the Spoile, 
When he ſo near had finiſh'd all bis Toyle: 

But ſince he's dead, tis pity be ſhould lie, 

And rot, and ſtink, without an Elegy. 


ed 
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* 19 
0 here went his Soul, let thoſe that pleaſe relate, 
„ Who dive for Secrets in the Future State. 
Aly Muſe Hall no unknown Meanders tread, 
2 T jerv'd him Living, and I'll fg him Dead; 
1 And tho no Muſe bis Praiſes can ſet forth, 
Aline ſhall attempt ſome Sketches of his worth. 


What Countrey bred him cannot well be known, 
| Since all his Birth and Parentage dr/own. 
| Some ſay indeed, that he was firſt begot, 
Ix a State Bog, and gender d in a Plot; 
Some, that a Arent got him in his Luſt, FEY 
And that he was by Revolutions nurs d; 5 
And ſome with greater Strength of Truth declare, 
That be was born Rebellion's Son and Heir. 
Others report he was of Antient Race, 
But by degrees grew barden'd and paſt Grace 
And others, that ſome crafty Politician, | 
Lay with his Mother in a foul Condition. 


Tis certain this, he muſt be near allyd, 
Both to Ambition, Intereſt, and Pride. 
Ambition was the Darling of his Soul, 
Did all his Ads and inmo(t Thonghts' controul. 
Pride was his early Vice, the thoughts of Rule, 

; Made him ſubmit to be a Parties Tool; 
| But Intereſt, fatal Intereſt, lay'd the Snare, 

' That grew him in, and cateb'd him unaware. 
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Oh who can view the wonders be has done, 5 
Fhat Countries conquer d, and what Battles von . 
But muſt have ſome regret now he is gone. * 
Jo whine and boule are terms of common grief, 
Aud yield a Souldiers Soul but ſmall relief 
T will not then ſuch empty Tributes pay, | | 
But ftrive to mourn his Fate in a more manly way, 
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He gave us all lacd Coats and Money Store, 
And never ſcrupl d ev'ry man bis Whore; 
Alas poor Creatures, what will you do now, 
Half.oa will quickly ſtarve, hath us and you. 
We muſt no more on caſtly Dainties dine, 
And feaſt our Pallates with the nobleſt Wine : 
Neat Port muſt-ſerve, and after that ſhall fail, 
We muſt take wp with truſty Mild and Stale. 
To keep from Limbo we muſt all Retrench, _ 
And only now and then ſneak to a Wench. 


Theſe are the Proſpects that his Death bath brought, 1 
J But for himſelf bes hardly worth a Thought. |... © 
* A ul voracious Wretch, who to be great, 

Did all the Comforts of bis life defeat; 

Betray'd and vex d the State, diſturb'd the Laws, 

And grew Dead-drunk with Popular Applauſe. 

; Tho Years and Seaſons vary'd his Delight, 

Nothing could quench his raging Appetite : 

Still as his Wealth Increas'd, be fiill grew poor, 

And ſtill the Wolf would howle within for more. 


But ſince he's dead, een let him reſt in Peace, 
J Wars and Tumults ſhould again encreaſe ; 
We'll ſtrive to find another in his Stead, 
Will neither ſnk our Pay, nor flop the Soldiers Bread. 1 
But leaſt too far I ſtretch bis Elegy, | 5 | 
Let him that loves, or bates, him more than I, 0 
8 Or, fink his Name, or raiſe his Name more High. 2 
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Fl only add theſes Mazims to the reft, | 

Juſtice of all the Vertnes is the beft 3 C 

Courage without it but a common peſt. F 

Traytors and Knaves ars oft with Courage grac d, 

Which ſhews bow ill that Virtue may be plac d. 

Titles and Honours may be Bought and Sold, 

And Men may barter Conſciences for Gold: 

Wealth and Applauſe to Villains may be given, 

And Fools from thence perhaps may cenſure Heaven; 

Footmen and Raſcals of a mean Degree, 

May by ſome eaſie Prince intruſted be; 

Till bis immortal Rogneries Succeed, 

Betrays bim firſt, then glories in the Deed. 

But none of theſe can make us Juſt or Brave, 

__ from Reaſon, and from Heav'n we have; 
at gives the nobleſt Tincture to our Blood, 

Dwells in the Sol, and makes us Great and Good. 


My Lord, The reft of the Occurrences of the Da 
will come to your Lordſhip by my next; tall then 
humbly take leave, N 


And am your Lordſhip's 
moſt obedient, 8&c. 


